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Lesson for December 26 in this issue 
Lesson 13.—Christian Consecration. 
Mark 1: 16-20; Philippians, Chapter 1. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Should the National Preaching Mission 
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At Christmas Time 
By Clara Aiken Speer 


LIKE to live these days again 
With the Christmas story, like to fill 
My heart anew with its deep truth, 
Its endless wonder and its thrill. 


Back, back I go into the dark 
Before He came, when all the light 
Men knew was that of candles, dim, 
Uncertain in the gloom of night. 


Then with the shepherds I behold 
The gleam of wings and hear the sweet 
Of angel song; and with the seers, 
Follow the Star on eager feet. 


* 


And by that Star I check my course, 
And to that song attune my heart; 
And steep my soul in reverence 
For that small Babe who stands apart, 


And yet is closer unto man 

Than his own brothers; nearer far 
To God than angels. Once again 

I kneel beneath the Bethlehem Star. 


Celestial Navigation 


Celestial navigation is becoming in- 
creasingly important. Man used to be con- 
fined to the earth and the sea; now he 
has entered the sky and moves freely 
through the heavens. A circular from the 
Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, headed 
“Celestial Navigation,” announces a course 
in applied astronomy for aviaters, mariners, 
and like-minded folk, which is “intended 
for men and women who wish to extend 
their knowledge of celestial navigation.” 
It is tinder the direction of a retired Lieu- 
tenant-Commander of the United States 
Navy who has been “personal instructor 
to many long-distance fliers.” Topics of 
study include star altitude curves. “The 


student will have an opportunity to make 


actual observations.” ‘Those completing ‘the 
course successfully will receive a diploma. 
The tuition fee is fifty dollars. As man’s 
air-mindedness ‘is thus cultivated and in- 
tensified, this wnusual announcement turns 
the thoughts of Christian people to the 
heavenlies. God wants us to be studying, 
with ever closer attention and ever deep- 
ening interest, Ais course in celestial navi- 
gation. There is no tuition fee, ‘but it is 
“intended for men and women who wish 
to extend their knowledge” of this vital 
and eternal subject. Because we who be- 
lieve are “risen with Christ,” we are to 
“seek ‘those things: which are above” and 
are to set our “affection on things above” 
(Col. 3:1, 2). We were once tied to this 
earth, but God, rich in mercy, ‘even when 
we were dead in sins, hath made us alive 
together with Christ . . . and hath raised 
us up ‘together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 
2:4-6). The student of this divine course 
has daily “opportumity to make actual ob- 
servations” and to profit by them. The 
time is coming, and soon, when literal celes- 
tial navigation will be ‘the experience of all 
believers; we shall realize more than ever, 
then, that “the glory of the celestial is 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is an- 
other” (1 Cor. 15:40). “For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven. . . the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 


which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 4: 16, 17). 
What a glorious long-distance flight that 
will be! 


=< 
The Two “ Whatsoevers” 


“Whatsoever” is one of the most pre- 
cious words in the Bible. In using it God 
gives us, in many passages, a sweeping 
assurance. But the word also has challeng- 
ing obligations. Dr. Glover, of the China 
Inland Mission, was recently addressing 
a luncheon group of ‘Christian men, and he 
called attention to a wonderful promise of 
our Lord to his disciples as he told them 
that they had not chosen him, but he had 
chosen them, “that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should re- 
main: that WHATSOEVER ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give it you” 
(John 15:16). But, Dr. ‘Glover reminded 
his hearers, there is another “whatsoever” 
only two verses earlier, and those two 
“whatsoevers” must be taken together. “Ye 
are my friends,” the Lord said, “if ye do 
WHATSOEVER I command you.” We have 
no right to ask God whatsoever we will 
unless we are doing whatsoever he com- 
mands. When we fulfill the first, he will 
fulfill the second. 


% 


Bengel, Scholar and Saint 


since thé appearance of ‘Cruden’s 
Concordance, that incomparable tool 
for Bible study in the past two centuries. 
Three years before the publication of 
Cruden’s work ‘there appeared, in 1734, 
J. <A. Bengel’s Novum Testamentum 
Grecum (“Greek New Testament”), which 
laid the foundation of New Testament 
textual criticism; and seven years after 
the Concordance, Bengel’s Gnomon, the 
masterpiece of New Testament exposition. 
This was the book which led Spurgeon to 
call Bengel the greatest light of the Chris- 
tian world. (Of Cruden’s Concordance 
Spurgeon said: “For these ten years this 
has been the book at my left hand when 
the Word of God has been at my right. 
What a precious assistant! . . Cruden 
did better service to the church than half 
the D.Ds. and LL.Ds. of all time.” —Auto- 
biography, Vol. IV, p. 302.) 
These important works of Bible study 
appeared just when the deist and ration- 
alist attack on Eighteenth Century Chris- 


Tse year 1937 is the two hundredth 





tianity was approaching its height. Those 
of Bengel determined the Biblical char- 
acter of the Wiirtemberg Church and 
opened to the Church generally the springs 
of Bible study. 

The present year is the 250th anniversary 
of Bengel’s birth, and Dr. Schuster of 
Nellingen has written for the Allgemeine 
evangelische-lutherische Kirchenseitung an 
account of the life and character of this 
great Bible student. 

Bengel had a troubled youth. At six 
he was an orphan. The fearful French in- 
vasion of 1693 gave his home to the flames. 
He was put in the Marbach poorhouse. 
Here, as he relates, the texts from ‘the 
Epistle to the Romans painted on the walls 
of the Marbach church, which dealt with 
Death, Sin, Righteousness, and the Lord’s 
Wounds, made a profound impression upon 
his mind. His loss of earthly home turned 
his heart to the heavenly one, and in look- 
ing back on his childhood he was able to 
say, in spite of its many hardships, “My 
youth was such a sea of ‘God's mercy that 
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a hundred old Adams might have been 
drowned in it.” 

_ This Christian earnestness was strength- 
ened by his studies under Reuchlin and 
Hochstetter in the University of Tuebingen, 
men who sought to develop the inner life 
of prayer among their students as well as 
scientific knowledge. -Erudita  pietas, 
“learned piety,” was their ideal, and Bengel 
became an outstanding representative of it. 
He esteemed the word of Scripture to be 
divine to the last jot and tittle, and with 
this in mind he worked to remove dis- 
crepancies in its text and to establish its 
accuracy. So he became the creator of 
textual criticism. This was of great weight 
from many points of view. Thus, the era 
of missions was opening and it was im- 
portant that a purified text should be pre- 
pared as a basis for the innumerable trans- 
lations of Scripture which were to come 
out of evangelical missions. 

Then came the Gnomon with its original 
and profound explanations of New Testa- 
ment meanings. This was the pioneer work 
in a more fruitful type of Bible study. 
Up to its appearance Bible study in Ger- 
many had been the basis for dogmatic 
discussion of proof texts. Under Bengel’s 
leadership it passed to study of the whole 
Scripture with personal growth in the 
Christian life as ultimate end. It sought 
to show Christ in all parts of the Word. 
As. Luther had brought to the fore the 
great doctrine of justification by faith, so 
Bengel revived that of the coming King- 
dom of God. He brought into the horizon 
again the hope of the early Christian 
Church in the return of Christ. He made 
the Bible fresh and wholesome bread for 
the common people, wearied of the insipid 
discussions of a dead orthodoxy. The 
Gnomon was welcomed in other lands by 
the devout. Thus Wesley abandoned a 
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plan for publishing a work on similar lines 
because he discovered that Bengel had al- 
ready covered the ground. 

Bengel insisted that the Scripture itself 
was the best proof of its inspiration, “like 
the sun which is seen, not by means of 
other heavenly bodies, and far less with the 
help of a torch, but by its own shining.” 

Bengel was also an exceptional pastor, 


and his advice to pastors is suggestive.’ 


Thus: “Don’t judge a parish by a few evil 
people and their disorderly life. When one 
hears nothing but croaking from a pond, 
that does not imply that there are no fish 
there.” And again: “Dear pastors, we 
should fill our hearts with the love of 
Christ. This makes us happy and compre- 
hending of souls. . . . We should minister 
chiefly to the youngest and the oldest; to 
the former because one can here expect 
most result for one’s work; to the latter 
because they have so little time left.” 

Then of prayer: “Our nature is heavy 
and must constantly be stirred by God’s 
Word and prayer. It is as with water 
which is, in truth, cold in itself yet capable 
of taking up no little heat. But if the fire 
is removed it is again lukewarm and then 
cold. ... We often talk too much to God 
and listen too little. If we are but still 
for a moment we perceive no voice indeed 
but a clear, certain, quieting answer.” 

His companionship with God was of an 
especial intimacy and simplicity. When 
his pupil Oetinger once slept in the same 
room he remarked that his honored teacher, 
on whose anointed words he hung with 
expectancy, went simply to the window, 
looked into the heavens in humble reverence, 
and then ‘laid himself to sleep. Of the 
Lord’s Coming Bengel said: “We should 
await, not death, but the appearance of 
Jesus with great joy. Death is a secondary 
thing.” 
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Should the National Preaching 
Mission be Supported ? 


Letters are coming from readers of the 
Times asking for information about the 
National Preaching Mission, which began 
its second campaign in September. Readers 
are asking whether this Preaching Mission 
is worthy of their support... Its first nation- 
wide series of meetings began in the autumn 
of 1936 and was conducted in twenty-eight 
major cities. The present campaign will 
continue through the winter and spring, 
running eight months. One of the letters 
received from readers is the following: 


As a reader of the Times for many 
years I am writing with reference to the 
so-called Preaching Mission sponsored by 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America. Practically every speaker 
whom I heard took particular pains to glo- 
rify the Communistic program as it exists 
at present in Russia. Frequent compari- 
sons were made between the churches 
of America and the Communist program 
of Russia; to the discredit of the churches 
of the U. S. A. 


The Preaching Mission held a four-day 
meeting in our city (Wichita, Kans.) only 
‘last week. Not only did the speakers eulo- 
gize Communism, but they went out of their 





way to speak glowing words of commenda- 
tion for some who ‘are notoriously Commu- 
nistic in their activities in this country and 
abroad. 


I do not wish to accuse or charge anyone 
unjustly, but many others along with my- 
self are greatly disturbed by the apparently 
destructive tendencies of the addresses de- 
livered by the Preaching Mission. 


Is there any foundation for my fears? 
I would greatly appreciate any light you 
may be able to give me regarding this 
matter. 


Yours for the victorious on-going of the 
Gospel of Christ throughout the whole earth. 
A Kansas ‘minister. 

The National Preaching Mission of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America is a logical expression of the no- 
toriously Modernistic and Liberal positions 
of this organization, and truly evangelical 
and fundamental Christian people and 
churches throughout America are realizing 
that they cannot conscientiously welcome, 
or co-operate with, this movement. Before 
the Preaching Mission’s work began last 
year, THE SunpAy ScuHoot Times (July 
25, 1936) made a plain statement as to its 
unscriptural leadership and personnel, call- 
ing attention to the fact that the Federal 
Council of Churches has so far departed 
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from the evangelical Christian faith that a 
number of denominations have discontinued 
their relationship with it. 

The Federal Council Bulletin for Octo- 
ber, 1937, announces that a substantial num- 
ber of the speakers from the United States 
who served with the Mission last year are 
serving again in this second campaign. 
Among the new missioners are well known 
Modernists — including Dr. Cleveland Klei- 
hauer, pastor of Hollywood Beverley Chris- 
tian Church, Hollywood, California. THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times of November 23, 
1935, published statements made by Pr. 
Kleihauer in an article in the Los Angeles 
Times of October 20, 1935, entitled “Who’s 
Who In Heaven.” Some:of Dr. Kleihauer’s 
statements are as follows: 


About those “atheists,” as they are mis- 
takenly termed — Voltaire, Paine, and In- 
gersoll. Of course, anybody who has studied 
their lives and works knows that they were 
not atheists at all and not to be excluded 
on that ground, or, for that matter, on any 
ground that I am aware of, unless it is 
desirable to bar out men of "high thought. 

I have profound admiration for Vol- 
taire. . - » He, as well as Paine, was re- 
belling against the narrow: bigotry and 
intolerant dogmatism of his time — the ut- 
terances of men who were putting God in 
a strait-jacket. .. . Men like Voltaire really 
made valuable contributions to true religion. 
- ..- You need not worry about their eligi- 
bility to positions in the celestial world. 
Their place is secure. . ... The average 
modern religionist who has any brains be- 
lieves in evolution. 

On the “blessed hope” of the Second 
Coming of Christ, Dr. Kleihauer says: 

What do I think of the “rapture” that 
we shall witness on the “last day,” when 
all the righteous then alive shall be levi- 
tated and, after attaining a certain height, 
shall meet Christ in the air? I can answer 
this briefly, though not in orthodox terms: 


I don’t believe that God is interested in 
the fantastical, spectacular, or pyrotechnic 
Second Coming of Jesus. He is with us 
whenever we call upon him. 

Can Christian people safely support a 
Preaching Mission which includes a speaker 
who holds the views here quoted? Can 
they safely support a Preaching Mission 
directed by a Federal Council that makes 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, who has 
preached on “The Peril of Worshiping 
Jesus,” one of its leading radio preachers 
every Sunday in its national broadcast? 
There are, as usual, some very conserva- 
tive speakers also included in the Preach- 
ing Mission’s staff, but this characteristic 
concession to conservatism should not blind 
the eyes of true Christians to the unscrip- 
tural and destructive character of the move- 
ment. 


ve 


John Mark, as a young man, made a 
lamentable failure in his Christian life and 
service and was condemned and set aside 
by Paul. But see what Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, pastor of Moody Church, Chicago, 
who begins next week his eagerly awaited 
every-week lesson articles in THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo, Times, writes of the young man 
who was a failure: “Later, however, Mark 
redeemed himself and became a trusied 
minister of Christ and companion of Paul 
and Peter (2 Tim, 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:13). It 
is, like God to select the one-time unfaithful 
servant Mark to tell the story of the ever 
faithful Servant, his own blessed Son!” 
An announcement of Dr. Ironside’s new 
ministry for the Times Family wiil be 
found on page 898. 
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What are the proposed plans and how far have they progressed ? 


The Partition of Palestine 














By George T. B. Davis 
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ILL the partition of Palestine be 
W: bane or a blessing? Will it 

bring peace or further discord to 
that strife-torn country? 

These are the questions that are being 
discussed by Christians and Jews and Arabs 
throughout the world. 

The Royal Commission, sent by the 
British Government to inquire into the 
causes of the disorders in Palestine, ‘have 
reported that the British Mandate over 
the -country cannot be successfully carried 
out and should be abrogated. . They have 
advocated a new order of things in that 
ancient land. ‘They have declared that the 
partition of Palestine is the one thing that 
will insure permanent peace between ‘the 
Jews and Arabs. 

The Royal Commission spent weeks in 
Palestine interviewing Jews and Arabs, and 
securing facts on the underlying causes of 
the troubles between the two races, Then 
they returned to Great Britain and spent 
months sifting the information and formu- 
lating a solution that would inaugurate 
a new era of peace and harmony. 


Four Proposals for Palestine 


With intense eagerness the world awaited 
the report of the Commission, for it might 
mean a new and eventful chapter in the 
long and varied history of Palestine. At 
length the report was made public. It was 
a volume of 400 pages. Newspapers 
throughout the world published lengthy ex- 
tracts from it. The New York Times gave 
four news pages to the report, and carried 
a two-column editorial discussing its merits 
and demerits. 

It is small wonder that the report 
aroused world-wide discussion, for it sug- 
gested drastic changes in the methods ot 
governing Palestine.. The following are 
some of the proposals put forward: 

First: That the British Mandate over 
Palestine was unworkable, and should be 
abrogated. 

Second: That Palestine should be divided 
into two independent States, one Jewish, 
the other Arab. 

Third: That certain sacred cities and 
places, such as Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Naz- 
areth, and the district around the Sea of 
Galilee, should not be included in either 
the Jewish or the Arab States, but should 
be neutral, remaining under a permanent 
Mandate, preferably British. 

Fourth: That there should be a netitral 
corridor of land extending from Jerusalem 
to Jaffa on the Mediterranean seacoast. 
_ These were some of the many sugges- 

tions put forth ‘by the Commission as the 
solution of the Palestine problem. Some 
hailed the report as a wise proposal that 
would usher m a new era of peace and 
good will between the two races. Others 
were equally emphatic in condemnation of 
the report. 

Multitudes of Jews throughout the world 
were well-nigh heartbroken. ‘The report 
seemed to shatter their hopes and dreams 
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‘Mr. Davis had the unusual privilege 
dJast summer of attending the seven- 
hour debate in Parliament when the 
division’ of Palestine was discussed. 
The member of the House of Commons 
to whom Mr. Davis had a letter of 
introduction said that im all his eleven 
years in the House he had never known 
such a demand for tickets of admission 
to the visitors’ galleries. But through 
a series of providential circumstances 
Mr. Davis was finally admitted, and in 
this ninth article of his series on “See- 
ing Prophecy Fulfilled in Palestine,” 
he describes that memorable occasion. 
The series will be concluded in next 
week's issue of the Times. 








of a national home in the land of their 
forefathers. One of the strongest criti- 
cisms was that the amount of land offered 
to the Jews in the Royal Commission re- 
port was only a miniature of the original 
territory promised them by the Balfour 
Declaration. Under the original Mandate 
the territory designated for the Jewish 
homeland included Transjordania as well 
as Palestine. Later, Transjordania ‘was 
made an Arab territory, with Emir Abdul- 
lah as its ruler. This action automatically 
shut out Jewish immigration to that area, 
which is far greater than that of Pales- 
tine. And now, less than twenty years 
later, the Commission was suggesting that 
little Palestine be divided into two or three 
parts, and the smaller portion of it given 
to the Jews! Thus the land offered to the 
Jews in the report of the Commission is 
about five per cent of the area originally 
covered by the Mandate! 

Another criticism of the report was that 
the land offered to the Jews for a State 
of their own was already largely settled. 
Most of this land had been purchased from 
the Arabs and had been colonized and cul- 
tivated during the past few years. What 
the Jews now needed was a large barren 
waste, like the big Beersheba. district, so 
that new immigrants could settle there and 
transform it from a wilderness to a garden 





The series of articles on Palestine 
by George T. B. Davis has now been 
published in book form under the 
title, “Seeing Prophecy Fulfilled in 
Palestine.” The book contains 132 
pages, with 30 pictures of people and 
scenes in Palestine. It makes a fitting 
Christmas gift, and a special Christ- 
mas jacket for the cover has been 
prepared, which will be sent without 
extra cost to those who wish to use 
the book as a Christmas present. It 
may be obtained at 25 cents a copy, 
paper covers, and 50 cents in cloth; 
or 5 copies sent to one address, -post- 
paid, for $1, or 12 copies for $2.25; 
from the Mifttion Testaments Cam- 











of Eden as had been done in other parts 
of Palestine. 

The need of the Jews for a larger area 
than that suggested iby the Commission 
is imperative. Millions of Jews in Europe 
are being persecuted and are im dire dis- 
tress, and an outlet for them must be se- 
cured, Palestine is the logical and natural 
place of refuge from the increasing waves 
of anti-Semitism. In the face of this seri- 
ous situation, why were the Jews offered 
such a small territory? 

One of the recommendations of the re- 
port that brought consternation to Jews 
in all parts of the world was the proposal 
to limit immigration into Palestine dur- 
ing the next five years to a maximum num- 
ber of 12,000 annually! This would almost 
stop the stream of Jewish immigration that 
has been flowing so ireely into Palestine in 
recent years. 

But the proposal that brought most poig- 
nant sorrow to Jews everywhere was the 
suggestion that Jerusalem should be out- 
side the pale of the proposed Jewish State. 
The Chief Rabbi of Palestine, Dr. Isaac 
Herzog, published a stirring rejoinder te 
this proposal: 


The Rabbi’s Eloquent Appeal 


“For millions of Jews the only glimmer 
of hope in their lives, embittered by appall- 
ing economic distress and utterly darkened 
by relentless persecution, has been the 
future national home. The climax of the 
shock is reached when we see Jerusalem 
—inexpressibly :dear to every Jewish heart 
—cut out of the proposed Jewish dwarf 
State. On the banks of the rivers of 
Babylon our forefathers, exiled from Zion, 
—virtually another mame for Jerusalem 
and also a synonym for Palestine, — sol- 
emnly swore: ‘If I forget thee, O Jeru- 
salem, let my right hand forget her cun- 
ning.’ .. . In our prayers, private, public, 
thrice daily, and in the grace after meals, we 
pray for Jerusalem. The inspiring serv- 
ice of the Passover, held in every Jewish 
home throughout the world, and the most 
solemn service of the Synagogue on the 
Day of Atonement, both conclude with the 
exclamation, ‘Next year in Jerusalem.’ The 
Jewish mind is focused on that magic name 
‘Yerushalayim,’ which never fails to stir the 
Jewish heart to the uttermost. An English- 
man could perhaps think of England with- 
out London, an Irishman of Ireland without 
Dublin, even a Greek of Greece without 
Athens, but to the Jew ‘Eretz Israel,’ the 
land of Israel, without Jerusalem is wun- 
thinkable.” 

The Arabs are also opposed to the par- 
tition of Palestine. They claim that the 
land is theirs. They want the Jews - te 
remain a minority in a country ruled by 
a national Arab Government. They clatm 
that Great Britain promised the land te 
them in return for their assistance during. 
the World War. Much has been made of 
the so-called “(McMahon Pledge,” when the 
latter represented British interests im deal- 
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ing with the Arabs. In a letter to the 
London Times, Sir Henry McMahon de- 
cisively closed the controversy. He wrote: 
“I feel it my duty to state, and I do so 
definitely and emphatically, that it was not 
intended by me in giving this pledge to 
King Hussein to include Palestine in the 
area in which Arab independence was prom- 
ised. I also had every reason to believe 
at the time that the fact that Palestine was 
not included in my pledge was well under- 
stood by King Hussein.” 

Not long after the publication of the 
Royal Commission’s report, a date was set 
for a debate on the suggested partition of 
Palestine in the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords in London. 

In the gracious providence of God, Mrs. 
Davis and I arrived in London, on our 
way from Palestine to America, just two 
days before the time appointed for the 
debate. We were very eager to be present 
at the Parliamentary discussion, which 
promised to be one of historic significance. 
Friends endeavored to secure for us tickets 
of admission to the visitors’ gallery in the 
House of Commons. Their efforts were of 
no avail. At length, as a last resort, a let- 
ter of introduction was given us to Sir 
John Haslam, a consecrated Christian lay- 
man and a member of the House of Com- 
mons from Bolton, Lancashire. As we 
approached the Houses of Parliament we 


saw people waiting outside the great palace 


vainly seeking admittance. Armed with 
the letter of introduction we were allowed 
to pass one policeman after another, until 
finally we reached the place where pages 
take messages to members of Parliament. 

It was a day of excitement, and the de- 
bate was in full swing. We were just 
feeling that perhaps our quest was in vain, 
when a fine looking, gray-haired man ap- 
peared with our letter of introduction in his 
hand. Sir John was most courteous, and 
said he would do the best he could for us. 
He declared, however, that in all his eleven 
years in the House of Commons he had 
never known such a demand for tickets of 
admission to the visitors’ galleries! As 
we chatted together I found that Sir John 
had taken an active part in the Torrey- 
Alexander Mission meetings in Bolton more 
than thirty years before. 

Sir John said he could secure a seat for 
me in one gallery, and would do his utmost 
to get one for Mrs. Davis in the ladies’ 
gallery. At length, to our delight, we found 
ourselves seated in the galleries of the 
famous House of Commons! It gave one 
a thrill to look down at the members of 
the House and see men whose names have 
been household words for a generation. In 
the evening we saw white-haired but still 
vigorous Lloyd George, who as Prime Min- 
ister guided the affairs of the British Em- 
pire during the World War. Across the 
aisle from the former Prime Minister sat 
Winston Churchill, short and rotund, one 
of the most distinguished statesmen of our 
generation. I noticed one member wear- 
ing a high silk hat. On inquiry I found 
he was one of the Rothschild family, famous 
in finance, who have done so much to help 
in planting colonies in Palestine. 

Never can we forget that memorable 
.and impassioned debate on the partition 
of Palestine. As soon as one member 
concluded his address, several others were 
on their feet seeking recognition by the 
Speaker of the House. The debate lasted 
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for fully seven hours. The members of 
the Government —the party in power — 
favored the partition plan, the other side 
opposed it. Mr. Ormsby-Gore, the Colonial 
Secretary, pleaded for the acceptance of 
the report of the Royal Commission, He 
spoke of the “running sore” in Palestine, 
and said the only cure was the division 
of the country into Arab and Jewish states. 

One of the opponents of the government, 
Mr. Rothschild, declared the report of the 
Royai Commission was simply a conces- 
sion to terrorism. He said it had greatly 
increased the difficulty of reconciling Jews 
and Arabs. In impassioned tones he ex- 
claimed: “The Commissioners have torn 
up the Mandate and the Balfour Declara- 
tion! They have gone further. They 
have torn up Palestine into two or three 
pieces.” 

At length Mr. Winston Churchill arose, 
and pleaded with both sides to avoid mak- 
ing a hasty decision in this momentous 
matter. He said: “It is a problem about 
which all the world is looking to see if 
Great Britain is going to act in a courage- 
eous and sagacious manner.” 
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Mr. Churchill moved that the question 
of partition should first: be referred to the 
League of Nations, and that following this 
the matter should again be discussed by 
Parliament. This was carried. It was al- 
most midnight when the historic debate 
concluded. , 

Closely following the debate in Pariia- 
ment came the world Zionist Congress in 
Zurich. Hundreds of Jewish delegates 
gathered from many lands, and for days 
the question of Palestine partition was dis- 
cussed from all angles. Many of the dele- 
gates were-opposed to partition in any 
form. 

The President of the Congress was Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann, the most fascinating and 
interesting figure in the Jewish world of 
our day and generation. He was utterly 
opposed to the boundaries of the partition 
plan as suggested by the Royal Commission, 
but was strongly in favor of having the 
Zionist Executive Committee confer with 
the British Government on the formation 
of an independent Jewish State. 

In the discussions of the Congress, Dr. 
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Weizmann expressed his firm conviction 
that the formation of a sovereign Jewish 
State, in fact and not merely in name, 
would bring great blessing to the Jewish 
people. He was convinced that with such 
a State of their own it would be possible 
to bring 2,000,000 Jews into Palestine dur- 
ing the next twenty. or twenty-five years! 
He asserted that the Jewish quarters of 
Jerusalem, with a population of 70,000 
Jews, should certainly be included in the 
Jewish State. He further declared that 
the Jews must be given the right to build 
a port wherever necessary, and to control 
Jewish immigration into the proposed 
State. \ 

Dr. Ruppin, a great Jewish sociologist, 
agreed with Dr. Weizmann that the forma- 
tion of a Jewish State after these 2,000 
years would release enormous Jewish po- 
tentialities, and that through such a State, 
in .spite of tremendous difficulties, great 
things could be achieved in the days to 
come. 

In the course of a two-hour address to 
the Zionist Congress, which was listened 
to with intense interest, Dr. Weizmann ex- 
pressed his deep convictions about the pres- 
ent and future of Palestine. He said it 
was only natural that the Jews should be 
greatly disappointed over the plans for 
the partition of Palestine, and over the 
proposal to set aside such a smail area 
for the Jewish State. He severely criti- 
cized the Palestine administration for 
the lack of firmness. they had shown in 
dealing with the riots of 1936. He said 
he could not understand why the British 
army had been relegated to the rdle of 
mere spectators of the disorders. 

Dr. Weizmann told the Congress that the 
real spirit of Great Britain toward the 
Jews was expressed in the recent parlia- 
mentary debate. He said that “no Jew 
could have noted without emotion the spirit 
of good will and helpfulness which mani- 
fested itself.in the debate. It should never 
be forgotten,” he exclaimed, “that the Brit- 
ish nation was the only one which, while 
itself beset by many anxious préblems, had 
made a conscious effort to find at least 
a partial solution for the national distress 
of the Jews!” 

Dr. Weizmann stated that he himself 
was deeply sensitive to the Jewish religion, 
but he asked the delegates to distinguish 
between the Messianic hopes and aspira- 
tions, and the immediate possibilities. He 
declared the “Immutable Promise” would 
come to pass in the fullness of time. The 
task of the Zionists was to pave the way 
for the future, and to make the utmost of 
the opportunities they were now offered. 

The Congress finally voted that its Ex- 
ecutive Committee should confer with the 
British Government regarding the formation 
‘of a Jewish State—noft according to the 
proposal of the Royal Commission, but on 
a basis that would be just to both Jews and 
Arabs. 

A new Commission has recently been 
sent to Palestine by the British Govern- 
ment, and is now conferring with Arabs 
and Jews regarding the territory to be 
included in each of the two proposed States. 
If the suggested Jewish State comes to 
pass, — and it will, one way or another, in 
God’s time, —it will be one of the most 
remarkable and astonishing events in the 
modern world—to behold a people that 
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have been wandering in alien countries and 
under Gentile dominion for nearly 2,000 
years once more having their own State 
and ruler. 

During their nineteen centuries of exile 
the Jews have had no country, no king, 
no temple, no priest, no sacrifice. This 
homelessness was accurately pictured by the 
prophet Hosea more than 2,500 years ago. 
In Hosea 3:4 we read: “For the chil- 
dren of Israel shall abide many days with- 
out a king, and without a prince, and with- 
out a sacrifice,” 

In the early stages of the proposed new 
Jewish State the form of government may 
be democratic. But ere long it will be- 
come a monarchy. How do we know this? 
The Word of God declares it. Just as 
verse four of Hosea 3 predicted so pre- 
cisely what has been taking place in the 
past centuries, so verse 5 forecasts what 
will occur in the days to come: “After- 
ward shall the children of Israel return, 
and seek the Lord their God, and David 
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their king; and shall fear the Lord and 
his goodness in the latter days.” 

When this prophecy was uttered King 
David had been dead for hundreds of years. 
The prediction definitely refers to “the 
latter days.” At that time the Jews will 
look upon King David’s greater’ Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, after his return to the 
earth in glory and in majesty, and will 
whole-heartedly accept him as their Mes- 
siah and King. Then in very truth will 
they “fear the Lord and his goodness in 
the latter days.” 

The partition of Palestine may be car- 
ried out in our day. But it will not be 
permanent, for it is contrary to God’s 
Word. Palestine will eventually become 
a Jewish State, but its future boundary will 
be that promised in Genesis 15:18, “from 
the river of Egypt unto the great river, 
the rivét Euphrates.” The ruler of the 
State will be the long promiséd Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

(To be concluded) 
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Review Tests on “The Christian Life” 


By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 














Completion 
For Juniors and Intermediates 
Directions: Fill cach blank space with 

a word to make complete meaning of the 

sentence. 

1. To become a child of God, one must 
have faith in: ; 

2. Jude wrote his Epistle to warn the be- 
lievers against 

3. James said the tongue is a power for 

or 

4. In a letter to , Paul gave direc- 
tions for the former’s work in 

5. Paul urged the early Christians to put 
aside former and to 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. Paul said the Lord Jesus could satisfy 
the needs of not only. the but 
also the 

7. Paul wrote to Timothy concerning his 
responsibility as a of 









































claimed 





8. Members of the group in 
to be followers of different ’ 
9. The Lord Jesus used the figure of the 
and the in teaching 
the disciples a lesson of fruitfulness. 
10. John wrote so that his readers might 


























also have with the Father and 
his Son Jesus Christ. 

11. The announcement of the birth of 
Christ was made first to by 
the 

12. Paul’s consecration led him to be will- 

- ing to or to 


13. Paul felt that his had aided him 
in the promotion of the 
14. The Lord Jesus said that his yoke was 
and his burden was 
15. The Lord Jesus told his disciples that 
they were his if they did 
what he 




















them. 


ANSWERS 
t. John’s: ta 9: JO. SEs X, Es 
2. Jude 4. 10. 1 Jolin 1:3. 
3- James 3:9, 10. 11. Luke 2: 10ff. 
4: aes “F's 5. 13. Phd. 2< 30; 3% 
5. Rom. 13: 12, 14. 19, Pie; 2 £2, 14. 
6. Col. $2 1%. 14. Matt. 11: 30. 
9: t Tre. &: 6. 15. John 15: 14. 
Ss: t.Ger: EF 24. 

Matching 


For Juniors and Intermediates 


Directions: Place the number of the 
phrase in the right-hand column next to 
the name in the Icft-hand column that is 
best described by that phrase. 


1. Fellowship and 1. Head of churches 


love in Crete 

2. Jude 2. Used as equiva- 
lent of bar- 
barian 

3. James 3. Paul’s son in the 
Gospel . 

4. Vine 4. Scene of one of 
the Lord Je- 
sus’ last mes- 
sages 

5. Titus 5. What Christ 


promised to 

his followers 
6. Figure to which 

tongue is com- 


6. Scythian 


pared 

7. Helm 7. Theme of Epis- 
tle of John 

8. Timothy 8. Wrete of impor- 


tance of con- 
trolling tongue 


9. Shepherds 9. What Chri st 
called his dis- 
ciples 

10. Corinth 1m. Served to 
strengthen the 
brethren 

11. Jerusalem 11. Term used by 


John about the 
Lord Jesus 
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12, Rest 12. Heard announce- 
ment of 
Christ’s birth 

13. Rome 13. A writer, brother 
of James 

14. Friends 14. Visited by the 
shepherds 


15. Paul’s bonds 15.5 Where there 
were divisions 
over the lead- 
ers in the 
church 

Scene of Paul’s 
imprisonment 

17. Figure used by 

Christ to sym- 
bolize himself 


16. Bethlehem 16. 
17. Word of Life 


ANSWERS 


1 John (7). 

. Jude 1 (13). 

. James 3: 5-13 (8). =i 
. John 15:1 (17). 

>5 (1). 

Col. 3: 11 (2). 

: games 3:4, $ a 

Tim. 2:1 

‘ Saibe 2: 8-10 bo 

10, Cor. 3:3, 4 (18). 


iat dived AS ind 


11. John 12: 12; 153% (4). 
ta. ae Bae :29 (5). 

13. Phil. 1: ‘mk 13 (16). 

14. John 15:15 (9). 

15. Phil, 1: 13, 14 (10). 

16. Luke 2: 15 4%. 

17. 1 John 1:1 (11). 


Short Answer 
For Juniors and Intermediates 


Directions: Answer each question with 
one word or a very few words. 


1. What did John call the . transgression 
of the law? 


2. Name a case of judgment that Jude 
gives as a warning. 


3. Give illustrations that James uses to 
show the power of the tongue. 


4. What does Paul urge Titus to avoid as 
being unprofitable? 


5. Name a fruit of the Spirit. 


6. What does Paul say should rule in our 
hearts? 


7. What is the foundation upon which we 
are to build our Christian lives? 


8. What did the Lord Jesus call his dis- 
ciples? 


9. What does John desire all to have? 
10. What was the city of David? 


11. What was to be a “sign” unto the shep- 
herds? 


12. Who were made stronger by Paul’s 
bonds? 
ANSWERS 


. Sin (1 John 3: 4). 

. Angels, Sodom and te (Jude 5-7). 

. Bits, rudders, or fire (Jas. 3: 3-5). 

Contentions, strivings, ree Hl May fool 
ish questions (Titus 3:9). 

Love, joy, peace, etc. Se 5: 22). 

. Peace of God (Col. 3: 

Jesus Christ (1 Cor. he 

. Friends (John 15: 15). 

. Fellowship (1 ong: 1:8). 

10. Bethlehem (Luke 2: 4). 

11. Swaddling clothes (Luke 2: 

12. Brethren (Phil. 1: 14). 


Yes or No? 
For Young People and Adults 


_ Directions: Answer each question with 
a “yes” or “no.” 


8 11). 


CONAN PwhH 


12). 


1. Is it ever wrong for a Christian to 
obey a ruler? 
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2. Does believing the Christian doctrines 

imply one has a Christian spirit? 

3. Is it possible to be a member of a 

church and yet not of the Kingdom 
of God? 

4. Are distinctions of race of great im- 

portance in the spiritual realm? 

. Did Paul refuse to give Timothy work 

because of his youth? 

6. Is the work that a Christian does al- 

ways saved? 

Is faithfulness a requirement of Chris- 
tian discipleship? 

Can one have fellowship with Christ 
without having it with his fellow 
men? 

Can any of-the Ten Commandments be 
broken by the tongue? 

10. Did the imprisonment of Paui actually 

help. to further the Gospel of Christ? 
(Note: While these questions may be 
answered briefly, they may also be used 
as the basis for discussion by the class 
g-oup.) 


uw 


= 


9 


ad 


ANSWERS 
1. Acts 4: 19, 20. 
2. 1 John 3: 18. 
gj. John 1:12; 3925, 7 
4. Col. 3: 11. 
5. 1 Tim. 4: 12 


Fg John 15:8. 

8. 1 John 1: 6, 7. 
9. Exod. 20:7, 16. 
10. Phil. 1: 12-14. 


Where Found? 
For Young People and Adults 
Directions: Give the name of the Book 


of the Bible where each of the following 
quotations may be found. 


1. “Let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth.” 

2. “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
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3. “Endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus. Christ.” 

4. “I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the husbandman.” 

5. “For to me to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain.” 

6. “Behold, what mannér of love ithe 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God.” 


7. “For the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men.” 


8. “Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things.” 


9. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance: against such there is no law.” 

10. “Neglect not the gift that is in thee.” 

11. “And let us not be weary in well do- 
ing.” 

12. “For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid.” 

13. “If ye abide in me and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 
it shall be done unto you.” 

14. “Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 

15. “To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts.” 

16. “For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” 


ANSWERS 
1. Eph. 4: 29 9. Gal. 5: 22, 23 
a. Col...g: 17. 10. 1 Tim. 4: 14 
3. 2 Tim. 2: 3. 11. Gal. 6:9 
4. John 15:1. 13.3. Cob. $2 2% 
5. Phil. 1: 21. 13. ae 15:7. 
6. 1 John 3:1. 14. Matt. 11: 28 
7. Titus 2: 11. 15. Heb. 4:7 
8. James 3: 5. 16. Luke 2:11 
St. Louts. 








A women's Bible class tells others 
of the greatest Gift 








A Christmas Week of Soul-Winning 


By Faith R. Williams 














SUNDAY school teacher had put 
A aside Saturday afternoon for the 

preparation of the Christmas lesson, 
which was, “The Visit of the Wise Men.” 
As she meditated, she exclaimed, “Oh, if 
I could only find something fresh —a new 
presentation of the theme which would 
mean something vital to my class!” After 
praying that God’s name might be glori- 
fied as the Christmas story was told the 
following day, her thoughts turned to THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times and, going to her 
files, she took out some recent copies. As 
she glanced through them, her attention was 
arrested by a beautiful poem by Helen 
Frazee Bower (Dec. 5, 1936) which con- 
tained just what she wanted: 


What can I give to men whose empty eyes 
Trouble my thinking at this Christmas- 


tide ? . 
Lord, make me humble, loving, strong, and 
wise, 
That I may give them Christ, the 


crucified. 
Let me not choose the lesser gifts of earth, 
That pass in dust and are futility: 


Lord, at this sacred season of Thy birth, 
Lead me from giving things, to giving 
ee. 


What can I give to Thee, O God above? 
(Thess is so little that cur God could 


And "yet, in all my dreams, Thy heait of 


Is wonsied still: I see it break and bieed 

With naught to staunch the flow — except 

bring 

Some ransomed soul, called home from 

wandering. 
She knew that her problem for Sunday was 
solved, and from that point the preparation 
for the following day was simple. 

The next morning the presentation of 
the lovely verses in the second chapter of 
Matthew progresséd very well, the climax 
being reached when the Wise Men pre- 
sented their gifts. It was quite natural 
to suggest that, even as the Magi offered 
their gold, frankincense, and myrrh, we 
should bring our gifts to Him—not just 
presents for those from whom we expect 


(Continued on page 901) 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 26. CHRISTIAN CONSECRATION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 1:16-20; Philippians, Chapter 1; printed text, Philippians 1:12-296 
Golden Text.—For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.—Phil. 1:21 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Phil. 1 : 12-26 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Phil. 1:12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that 
the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the gospel; 

13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, 
and in all other places; 

14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by 
my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some 
also of good will: 

16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing 
to add affliction to my bonds: 

17 But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence 
of the gospel. P 

18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, 
or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice. 

19 For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your 
prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, : 

20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so 
now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, 
or by death. 

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

22 But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet 
what I shall choose I wot not. 

23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ; which is far better: 

24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. 

25 And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and 
continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; 

26 That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for 
me by my coming to you again. 
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Phil. 1:12 Now I would have you know, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the 
progress of the * gospel; 13 so that my bonds became manifest in 
Christ * throughout the whole pretorian guard, and to all the rest; 
14 and that most of the brethren in the Lord, *being confident 
through my bonds, are more abundantly bold to speak the word 
of God without fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy 
and strife; and some also of good will: 16 ‘the one du it of love, 
knowing that I am set for the defence of the ‘gospel: 17 * but the 
other proclaim Christ of faction, not sincerely, thinking to raise up 
affliction for me in my bonds. 18 What then? only that in every 
way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and 
therein I rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 19 For I know that this 
shall turn out to my salvation, through your supplication and the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that in nothing shall I be put to shame, but 
that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magni- 
fied in my body, whether by life, or by death. 21 For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 ® But if to live in the flesh,— 
if *this shall bring fruit from my work, then * what I shall choose 
I know not. 23 But I am in a strait betwixt the two, having the 
desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is very far better: 
24 yet to abide in the flesh is more needful for your sake. 25 And 
having this confidence, I know that I shall abide, yea, and abide with 
you all, for your progress and joy °in the faith; 26 that your glory- 
ing may abound in Christ Jesus in me through my presence with 
you again. 

1Or, good tidings: and so elsewhere. 
pretorium. *Gr., trusting in my bonds. 
moved by love do it, knowing, etc. © Or, but they that are fac- 
tious proclaim Christ, not etc. ° Or, But if to live in the flesh 
be my lot, this is the fruit of my work: and what I shall choose 

I know not. *Gr., this is for me fruit of work. *Or, what 

shall I choose? *Or., of faith. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


2Gr., in the whole 
*Or, they that are 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HAT a glorious beginning for the 

W exw year it would be if every 
Sunday school teacher should learn 

the secret of victorious Christian living. 
That would bring the revival in the Body 
of Christ for which so many are praying. 
Paul is the sample of what God’s grace 
can do for the chief of sinners. He tells 
Christians to be imitators of him { Phil. 
3:17; 4:9; 1 Cor. 11:1). No better book 
could have been chosen for a study on 
“Christian Consecration” than Philippians. 
It is a personal fetter, filled with testi- 
monies as to what the Christian life means 
to Paul. No better verse could have been 
chosen for the Golden Text than Philip- 
pians 1:21, which is a key to the letter 
and also the key to Paul’s victorious life. 
“To me to live is Christ,” is the motto 
of America’s Keswick, and the words stand 
out against their background of cedar 
branches on the wall behind the pulpit. In 
a Say-So meeting at the ministers’ confer- 
ence last summer the rector of a wealthy 
Episcopalian church gave this testimony: 
“When I came inte this auditorium and 
saw those words, ‘To me to live is Christ,’ 
I said: ‘That is what I want. That is 
what I have been hungry for. That is the 
secret of power in the Christian life!” 
The new knowledge of the Christ that 


Paul knew, which this minister and thou- 
sands more have found at Keswick and 
other conferences where a victorious Christ 
is proclaimed, is the thing that is possible 
for every teacher and pupil who studies 
this lesson. 


The Historical Setting 


Paul wrote to the Philippians from his 
prison in Rome, probably about A. D. 62. 
The call of the first disciples to full-time 
Christian service occurred about A. D. 28. 


Verse by Verse 


Philippians 1: 12.—But I would ye should 
understand, brethren. His loving friends 
at Philippi were concerned about his im- 
prisonment, because of his suffering, and 
because they feared it was hindering his 
ministry (v. 30). 


Verse 13.—My bonds in Christ are mani- 
fest. It became evident to all that his im- 
prisonment was for the sake of Christ. Jn 
all the palace, and in all other places. 
Literally, “In the whole Pretorium,” Em- 
peror Nero’s personal guard, and “to all 
the rest,” that is, to the others as well as 
to the soldiers. 


Verse 14—Many of the brethren... 
are much more bold to speak the word 
without fear. Paul’s fearless testimony in 
prison, and the attention it attracted in 
Rome naturally stirred up the Christians to 
more zealous testimony for Christ. 


Verses 15 and 16.—Some indeed preach 
Christ even of envy and strife; . ... not 
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sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 
bonds. Not false preachers of Judaism, but 
preachers of the true Gospel from a wrong 
motive. They, desiring to be accounted 
leaders, were jealous of Paul, and supposed 
he would be disturbed by their boldness 
and success in preaching Christ, and by 
their criticism of him. 


Verse 18.—Christ is preached; and I 
therein do rejoice. What a victory over 
jealousy! He deplored their sinful motives 
but rejoiced that God could turn their 
activities into blessing by making Christ’s 
name known. 

Verse 19.—This shall turn to my salva- 
tion. Some consider that this means his 
deliverance from prison. It seems more natu- 
ral to take it as referring to spiritual bless- 
ing and the completion of all that 
salvation means to him (Heb. 9: 28; cf. 
Job 13:16). Through your prayer, and 
the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
Through your prayer, which will result in 
the abundant supply of the Spirit. 


Verse 21.—For to me to live is Christ. 
See Heart of the Lesson and Lesson Out- 
To die is gain. See Special Topics. 

Verse 22.—But if I live in the flesh, 
this is the fruit of my labour. If it be 
God’s will for him to continue in the body, 
then his further labors will bring additional 
fruit for Christ’s glory, and for his own 
reward, 


Verse 23—Having a desire to depart. 
The word means to loose anchor, or to 
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loose the tent peg (2 Tim. 4:6). And 
to be with Christ. Believers at their death 
go immediately into the presence of the 
Lord. See Special Topics. 

Verse 26.—Your rejoicing ... by my 
coming to you again. It is altogether 
likely that Paul carried out this expectation 
and visitef Philippi and other cities in 
Macedonia after his release from his first 
imprisonment in A. D. 63. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Paul’s Christian life was a victorious 
life, summed up in the testimony, “To me, 
to live is Christ.” We ask Paul, “How 
does such a life work out in practical 
everyday affairs?” The answer is given 
in Philippians, which is an exposition of 
a life of joy and peace and contentment, of 
humility and assurance, of heroic and cease- 
less service, of prayer and power, and pas- 
sion for souls. But the testimony, “To 
me to live is Christ,” means more than 
a standard of living. It means also that 
the source of power for that life was Christ. 
It is another expression of Galatians 2: 
20: “Christ liveth in me.” It was not 
lived by Paul’s power. But it is true of 
all real Christians that Christ is living in 
them. What then makes the difference 
between a victorious Christian and a de- 
feated Christian? Paul’s testimony, “To 
me to live is Christ,” indicates the secret 
of entering into that victory, for it means 
a complete surrender, a choice to make 
Christ central, and confident faith that 
Christ is living within. Christian conse- 
cration is all gathered up in this state- 
ment: “To me to live is Christ.” There 
is only one choice that any man has to 
make; it is between, “To me to live is 
self,” and “To me to live is Christ.” 


Lesson Outlines 
“To Me To Live 1s CuristT” 

1. God’s Standard for victorious Christian 
living: Christlikeness (sée Special Topics 
and Heart of Lesson). 

2. God’s Source of power for victorious 
Christian living: “Christ liveth in me.” 


3. God’s Secret of appropriation of the 
power: Surrender and faith. 


IMITATING PAuL 


1. In salvation, by grace through faith: 
a life of joy, peace, contentment, suffering, 
conflict, humility, assurance, obedience, cen- 
tered in cross, sacrificial giving, all mate- 
rial needs met, high thinking, prayer, future 
sloty:. (Phil. 4: 6,-7,.. 113.1: 203.27; 3:6; 
$320; 4:18) 19; 4:83 254s. 3521) 

2. In surrender and faith (Phil. 1:21; 
3: 8-10; 4:13). 

3. In service and soul-winning (Phil. 1: 
12, 20; 4:13). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


God’s Standard for Christian Living, 
There are four ways of studying God’s 
standard for the Christian in his daily life. 
1. The Lord Jesus himself is our standard. 
We are to walk even as he walked (1 John 
2:6). As we study his life, we discover 
how the Lord wants us to live. It is true 
that Christ was sinless and all fall short 
of his perfect standard. 2. The direct com- 
mandments of God that are intended for 
Christians set forth God’s standards. 3. 
We may study God’s standard by study- 
ing the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23; Rom. 
8). 4. We may study God’s standard by 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy,,or $1 a dozen. 
13. December 26.—Christian Consecration. 
Mark 1: 16-20; Philippians, Chapter 1 
First Quarter, 1938 
1. January 2—The Gospel of Mark: A 


ed AEE OTE Ce ee Mark 10 : 35-45 
2, January 9.—Preparing for a Life of 

DUNO Gis 2. fa dhi Cob eiee we vas Mark 1: 1-123 
3. January 16.—Beginning a Life of Serv- 

MOE edb bca08p8s 6.) 0k rece eesens Mark 1 : 14-28 
4. January 23.—Ministering to Physical 

BOOED Sis UNE s sb 6a se8 chen sde Mark 1 : 29-45 
5. January 30.—Ministering to Spiritual 

TOOGED vic orde iis ecassaiees cabene Mark 2:1-12 
6. February 6.—Chaillenging the Social Or- 

BOE nid sside cots cp iear bonterse Mark 2: 13-22 
7. February 13.—Conserving the Sabbath 

COP. MEG Recah ccSiwataces Mark 2:23 to 3:6 
8. February 20.—Choosing Companions in 


SeFVIOG- oi ccictviccencvics Mark 3: 7-19, 31-35 








studying Paul’s life. The Spirit took the 
things of Christ and made them real in 
Paul’s life, and he and other Spirit-con- 
trolled Christians, in so far as they follow 
Christ, indicate for us God’s standard. The 
matter of how to live according to these 
standards is another question. This makes 
a vital difference between Christians. See 
Lesson Outlines and Heart of the Lesson. 


Death and the Future Life. The false 
teaching concerning “soul-sleep” is spread- 
ing rapidly among many people. Paul’s 
statement, “to depart, and to be with Christ ; 
which is far better,” is a complete refuta- 
tion of this heresy. The teaching of “soul- 
sleep” is in reality a teaching of annihila- 
tion based on the view that a man’s soul 
and body are not distinct, and that “death” 
means cessation of existence till the resur- 
rection. Our Lord refuted this belief in 
the word concerning Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, who are not dead but living (Matt. 
22:32). Christians at death go immedi- 
ately into the presence of Christ, and con- 
tinue in conscious bliss as disembodied spirits 
until the coming of Christ, when their 
bodies are raised and their redemption is 
complete. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Are we fishers of men? If not, there is 
something wrong with our Christian lives. 
We. need to learn the meaning of true 
consecration. 


Can we say as Paul did, “To me to live 
is Christ’? See Heart of the Lesson. 


How much part does envy and -conten- 
tion have in our Christian service? Are 
we jealous of others who have greater suc- 
cess than ourselves? Do we rejoice in 
the success of other workers who have 
wronged us, and who speak evil of us? 
Paul evidently had complete victory in these 
matters. Do we? 


Have we considered suffering for Christ's 
sake a great blessing granted us by the 
Lord? Read Philippians 1: 29. 

Can we say, “To die is gain’? When 
we lose our Christian loved ones, there is 
deep sorrow, but it should be mingled with 
joy; for them it is far better. 


Why are we eager to remain here in 
the flesh, when it is better to be with 
Christ? Paul gives the one reason. We 
are here for fruit bearing. We are here 
to honor Christ, through serving others, 
in the Gospel. 
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Worldliness is not Christian consecraiion. 
The greatest outward hindrance to real 
consecration in many Christian churches is 
the freedom with which the professing 
Christians take part in the worldly prac- 
tices of those who are not Christians. 


Have we surrendered. completely to 
Christ?. Surrender is not a mere negative 
giving up of movies, dancing, card-playing, 
smoking, drinking, and- such things. It 
means separation unto Christ, a yielding of 
self to Christ (Rom. 6:13; 12:1, 2). 
When this is done, the love of the world 
will drop away- (1 John 2:15). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


There are really only two ways to live: 
“To live is Christ,” or, “To live is self.” 


The only complete life, in which every 
gift or talent in music, business, pleasure, 
science, education is rightly related: “To 
me to live is Christ.” 


The serious question for Christians who 
love to dance, to go to the theater, to en- 
gage in all the amusements of the world is 
not, “What is wrong with this or that?” 
but, “Why do I love these things?” 


“If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him.” 


A Christian should not ask, “What. is 


wrong with this?” but, “How much good 


is in this?” 
When our life is controlled by Christ, 


everything that happens to us happens for 
the furtherance of the Gospel. 


One of the greatest expressions of. Chris- 
tian fellowship is fellowship in the win- 
ning of souls; Paul and the Philippians, 
Paul and his converts in Rome, Paul and 
the Roman Christians, all experienced this 
joy. 

The Lord who said, “Come unto me, ... 
and I will give you rest,” also said, “Come 
ye after me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.” 


The Roman Empire could not put Paul 
to death until his work on earth was done, 
and until that death would most greatly 


magnify his Lord; so it is with every, 
Christian who entrusts his life to Christ. 


Cotumsra, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT well known verse in Romans is 
illustrated by Paul’s words in this les- 
son ? 

2. What twofold good came as an imme- 
diate result of Paul’s imprisonment? 

3. How is the grace of God magnified in 
this lesson? 

4. Name two or three other places in which 
Paul speaks of his bonds. 

5. What phrase in this lesson is descrip- 
tive of Paul’s whole life? 

6. What saying of John the Baptist is re- 
called by verse 18? 

7. Paul himself sets a good example of an 
exhortation he gives later on in this Epistle. 
Where is it found? 

8. What verse gives us a precedent for 
expecting the prayer help of our Christian 
friends? 


9. What gave Paul’much more concern than | 


the prospect of a violent death? 


10. What two verses give us a gleam of 
Heaven’s glory? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 901 of this issue. 


=_— = 
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Lesson for December 26 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Angel of the Lord’s Job.—The 
things which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the gos- 
pel (Phil. 1:12). Paul’s strenuous experi- 
ences seem to have convinced him that “all 
things work together for good” as he told 
the Romans (Rom. 8:28). He is now 
telling his good friends at Philippi the same 
thing. 

It is an old saying, “The blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the church.” What 
are you going to do with that man who is 
convinced that all the opposition to him, 
al! the evils that may befall him, are 
for the good and advancement of his 
cause? 

I am glad I learned this lesson early in 
my career as an active Christian layman. 
After I have exerted myself to the full in 
the Lord’s work I have said in my tired 
soul, “Master, I have done my best, now 
it is up to you.” 

I cannot remember an instance when after 
I have “sweat blood,” as the saying is, 
Heaven. has not taken notice and sent the 
Angel of the Lord, and the enterprise has 
been put over. Gideon. (Josh. 6:12, 14; 
Acts 5:19.) 

Years ago, in the early days of our 
Coatesville Y. M. C. A., when we had only 
250 to 300 members (now we have over 
2,300), we had to raise about $3,000 a year 
to balance our budget. We did this by 
solicitation, and a dinner. It was always 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


an anxious time at best, and as I was one 
of the founders and an officer of the Asso- 
ciation I did some “hustling” to get our 
friends together at the annual dinner. But 
on this night the hardest storm of’ the 
year came sweeping through the Great Val- 
ley. And was I blue! Good night, budget. 
I hated to go to the building to view the 
empty chairs and the uneaten food. But 
putting on my high gum boots and storm 
coat I went with no hurry and discouraged 
heart, and was one of the last to arrive. 
Now, listen! The Angel of the Lord 
had been on the job. In spite of the wind, 
rain, and tempest every seat was filled, 
and when the cards were taken up it was 
found we had gone over the top to nearly 
$4,000. And we did it in five minutes! 
“O ye of little faith”! 


The Worth While Thing.—For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain (v. 21). 
For some men to live is Sport. Or Fame. 
Or Place. Or Ease. Or Pleasure. Or 
Money. For these to die is Failure. “For 
details see your daily papers,” as the Asso- 
ciated News Service man cries over the 
radio. 

Paul’s announcement states the very op- 
posite of this, and he passes it on to his 
beloved Philippians. It is for him Christ 
for Life and Death or Gain. And what 
better philosophy of life? 

After many years of many experiences 
and wide contacts with men I can advise 
here most convincingly that this recipe of 
Paul’s is the one to put in your scrapbook 
—for results. 


THE BISHOP’S LITTLE HOMILY 








t “Bishop, give me your latest and best thought?” 
“My latest and best? Look at that sierrboard 
0-0 stands for‘out and out? and in the 
center is St. Andrew cros5. Let us be 
out-and-out for Christ, and, like 
Andrew; bring others to Him? 





t Bishop J. Taylor-Smith at Keswick, England. 






* 897 


Does not the Lord Jesus himself tell us 
in his Sermon on the Mount that when 
we tie up with Heaven “all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33; 1 
Tim. 4:8). 

Just look around you and note who are 
those. getting the best out of life that now 
is. Are the happiest ones the “church peo- 
ple” with their missionary and other soci- 
eties and Sunday schools, or the so-called 
“Smart Set” with their social climbing, 
multi-marriages, and heartburnings? 

Sermons and songs versus Cocktails and 
cigarettes. Family prayers versus Family 
fights. Guild gatherings versus Gambling 
games. Community respect versus Com- 
munity contempt. Society’s asset versus 
Society’s. liability. 

This is easily tested out where you live. 
Who are the ones most honored, both in * 
life and in death?- Run folks over in your 
mind (1 Sam. 2: 30). 

Several years ago I attended a great 
meeting in Chicago made up of members 
and friends of business organizations, and 
under the auspices of the University of 
Chicago. There were present nearly 2,000 
leaders in education and business. 

Some fifty-six of these outstanding men, 
college presidents and manufacturing and 
commercial executives, were seated at a 
long table reaching across the great ball- 
room of the Palmer House. President 
Hutchins of the University introduced each 
one to the company as “A Guest of Honor.” 

They were the nation’s “biggest men.” 
There was not a single irreligious man in 
the whole line. How do I know? Easily; 
I wrote and asked them. 


After Thirty Years.—I am in a strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ (v. 23). This paragraph 
ends thirty years’ writing of this “Corner.” 
Not a single omission in some 1,560 weeks. 
I began in January, 1907, and the last let- 
ter I got from Editor Trumbull began, 
“My dear Brother Bill,” and ended, “Yours 
affectionately, Charley.” And neither of 
us is a “Yes, yes” man! 

This long uninterrupted appearance 
speaks well for my health and devotion — 
and for the Editor’s patience and endur- 
ance ! 

Now when a fellow has been on the same. 
job for thirty years, the natural. inference 
is that he is approaching the end of all 
jobs. Since I have never looked over my 
shoulder nor taken my hands from the 
plow, I reckon I am fit for the Kingdom of 
God, as per Luke 9: 62. 

And so it is as I write this note. with 
a happy heart generating a widespread 
smile, this text from Paul becomes, in a 
very tender sense, one of my own. 

A lot of water has gone under the bridge 
in the thirty years we have sat together 
in this Corner, and many of the old friends 
have crossed the river below. It will be 
an unspeakable joy to see them all again. 

Father and Mother, looking just as they 
did when they first saw me on the twen- 
tieth day of June in 1856, strong and lovely 
in their early thirties, just as the Lord 
Jesus was. “Like him” (1 John 3:2). 

Like Paul I am in a strait betwixt two. 
When you are “working together with 
him,” that wonderful Partner is always pre- 
senting the choicest of new friends, more 


(Continued on next page, third column) 
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Dr. lronside’s New Lesson Articles Begin 
Next Week in The Sunday School Times 
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NE of the most sought-after Bible 
() tescter in America begins a new 

every-week ministry for you in next 
week’s issue. Dr. H. A. Ironside, pastor 
of Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, will 
write every week on the International 
Uniform Lessons. He will succeed Presi- 
dent McQuilkin in providing the leading 
lesson article which has been such a rich 
and rewarding study of the lessons since 
the present writer began them six years 
“ago. Dr. McQuilkin’s heavy obligations as 
President of Columbia Bible College, in con- 
nection with which there is an insistent de- 
mand upon his time and strength for the 
writing of important books and Bible-study 
pamphlets, have*led him, reluctantly and re- 
gretfully, to lay aside his lesson writing 
for the Times. But the Editor is glad to 
assure the readers that this is merely a 
transfer of Dr. McQuilkin’s Times min- 
istry from: one department to others, as 
his rich contributions, both signed and un- 
signed, will continue in these columns in 
other important writing. 


As announced in last week’s issue, Dr. 
Ironside’s lesson articles for THe SuNDAY 
Scuoot TrmeEs will come straight from his 
large teaching ministry at Moody Church, 
where every Friday night he teaches the 
Uniform Lessons to the teachers of his great 
Sunday school, and every Sunday morning 
he teaches the same lesson in the Pastor’s 
Bible Class of men and women. 


Dr. Ironside not only knows the Bible 
with amazing thoroughness, digging deep 
below the surface into its treasures, but 
he knows how to share his findings with 
others in simple, straightforward, revealing 
and convincing writing. His teachings are 
sane, well-balanced, scholarly, and spiritual. 


Would you have a glimpse, in advance, 
of the good things in store for Times 
readers? The International Lessons devote 
the first six months of 1¢38 to a compre- 
hensive study of the Gospel of Mark, and 
Dr. Ironside begins his ministry here with 
a “double header,” for he has written an 
illuminating, easily grasped Preview of 
Mark’s Gospel as a special article, in addi- 
tion to his detailed study of the first lesson, 
and both these articles will appear in next 
week’s TIMEs. 


Note these fresh, challenging comments: 

“Following Jesus is not following him 
into his heavenly Home. It is following 
him, if one may so say, out of his Heaven, 
down into a world of sin and wretchedness, 
taking the path of self-abnegation and readi- 
ness to be rejected by men, in order to 
manifest the Spirit of Christ to those who 
know him not. It is only thus we can rep- 
resent our Master, the Servant-Prophet.” 


“We cannot live a Christian life until 
we have a Christian life to live. There is 
a life by which we live. And there is a 
life we are called upon to live. We obtain 
life only by faith in him who gave himself 
a ransom for all. We manifest that life as 
we yield ourselves to him as Lord.” 


In his first lesson article Dr. Ironside 
makes luminously clear what Christ’s King- 
dom is and what it is not—a subject on 
which many Christians are confused. He 
shows that, while “men talk of building the 
Kingdom now, the phrase is not found in 
Scripture, nor does it represent any Bible 
teaching. We do not build the Kingdom. 
It is our business to preach the Gospel in 
the power of the Holy Spirit in order that 
men may be saved and so be delivered from 
this present evil age. Then, when the 
Kingdom comes with the King’s return, 
all the redeemed will have their part allotted 
by the Lord himself.” But the other side 
of the truth is that “already his Kingdom 
is set up in their hearts (the hearts of 
God’s people), and they owe allegiance to 
him as the rightful King, though rejected 
by the world. In a mystical sense his 
Kingdom even now is spreading through 
the world wherever his authority is ac- 
knowledged.” 


Dr. Ironside’s masterly Preview of the 
Gospel of Mark, to be published next week, 
brings out a Scripture truth that will be 
new to many: that the sacrifice of the 
cross is presented in four different ways 
in the four different Gospels, and each is in 
accordance with the Levitical offerings. 


And Dr. Ironside exposes the folly of 
those critical writers who have taught that 
“Mark’s [Gospel] was the first effort to 
try to recall and set forth the story of 
Jesus, and that this was amplified and 
altered by the writers of the other Gos- 
pels who may or may not be the persons 
whose names are linked with them. But 
we may be assured that all such specula- 
tions are idle and vain. The imprint of 
the divine mind is on every page of these 
records, and their very divergencies (but 
never contradictions) as well as their agree- 
ments are but evidence of God’s inspiration.” 


Can you or your friends afford to miss 
this rich opportunity of Bible study that 
lies just ahead? Dr. Will H. Houghton, 
President of Moody Bible Institute, says 


‘of Dr. Ironside: “He is undoubtedly one 


of the greatest living expository preachers.” 


Will you not let your friends, both Sun- 
day school teachers and ministers, know 
of this extraordinary opportunity, now 
within reach of all, of having this new 
weekly unfolding of the Scripture by a 


prince of preachers and teachers? If your’ 


own subscription or that of your club is 
due for renewal about this time, prompt 
renewal will insure against your missing 
any of these new Sunday school studies, 
which begin next week. If you have friends 
not yet taking THe Sunpay ScHooLt TIMEs, 
won't you tell them that they can have 
almost the entire six months series by 
Dr. Ironside on the Gospel of Mark by 
taking advantage of a special introductory 
rate of one dollar for 24 weeks? Or they 
can secure most of the first quarter’s les- 
son articles by a Get Acquainted subscrip- 
tion of Ten Weeks for 25 cents. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 


than enough, many times more, to take the 
place of those called on a little ahead. 

Indeed, I have here as the end’ approaches 
more splendid friends than [ ever had. 
These tater ones tefl me they love me, and 
my mails are filled with letters deluging 
me with Christian affection. 

As it is I am having so much more fun 
in these twilight days than I did in the 
boyhood dawn, and the manhood high noon, 
that I find myself just where Pauf found 
himself. In “a strait betwixt two.” 

My mails are filled with the sort of love 
letters that change “Dear Mr. Ridgway” to 
“My dear Uncle Billy.” The Grand Old 
Book puts it this way: 


“At evening time it shall be fight” 
(Zech. 14:7). 


My New Year Greeting: See you later, 
UP THERE! 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, as 
we bow before thee to thank thee for all thy 
mercies, we realize how far short of an under- 
standing of thy love we have come in the days 
that are passed. We have been holding back 
from thee some of the cherished things that we 
have counted as valuable and desirable, and in 
this way we have not yielded our whole life 
to thee. We ask thee now to remind us by 
this lesson of the true measure of life, — not 
life lived for self, but life surrendered to thee 
in all its parts. Many voices call to us from 
the world about us. Many temptations assail 
us, and yet we do know that thou art equal to 
our every need, and we would live, not under 
the direction of our own will, but under thy 
will, Help us to give thee thy rightful place 
in our lives, the place of control, out of 
which comes fellowship and service, and deep 
joy which nothing can take away. We ask 
this im the name of our living Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Who can repeat the 
Golden Text for today? -Yes, many of you 
know it, and it is one of the most wonder- 
ful Golden Texts that we have ever had. 
If I should ask each one of you personally 
what it is for which you are living, there 


would be many different answers. The . 


apostle Paul had just one answer which is 
in this Golden Text, and no ‘one of us 
could have any better answer than that. 
I wonder how it is with you today? Is 
your life mainly tied up with the affairs of 
the world, or are you often thinking of the 
Lord Jesus during the day, even when you 
are busiest, and with glad hearts testing 
all your doings by him? When you are 
not crowded with study or housework or 
business, does your mind turn easily to 
Christ? As some one has said, “Do you 
make him the home of your thought?” 
Can you say of him, as Dr. Henry W. Frost 
said in his poem “Bond Service,” 


Thou art my King, O Christ; I am Thy 


slave; 
Since Thou hast bought me, I am all Thine 
OWN? « «.s 
Do folks who know your life best think of 
you as living in the very presence of Christ? 
Can you honestly say, “For to me to live is 
Christ”? Let us pray. 


NOT FOR CELF 
mrt LIFE irennenen 


TO HIM 


























Lesson for December 26 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid tor 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
éditors, which might otherwise be available. 
Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 


submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 


limit to six the total for any one lesson. 
Preaching in Strange Ways.—Notwith- 
standing, every way, whether in pretence, 
or in truth, Christ is preached (Phil. 1: 
18). A missionary touring in South Af- 
rica came across a crowd of natives listen- 
ing intently to the strains of a gramophone 
as it reproduced “What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus,” as sung by the Swazi chiefs at 
King Edward’s coronation. When the 
music ceased, the audience clamored to 
have the song explained, and the store- 
keeper, a Jew, told them the story of Jesus, 
whom the Christians call the Son of God. 
Thus in. strange ways is the Gospel 
preached in the out-of-the-way places of 
the earth—From The Christian Herald. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “‘ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 








CHRISTIAN CONSECRATION 
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Sent by Mrs. Lissie Kirby Beck, Smiths 
Grove, Ky. 


Dr. Hinson’s Valedictory.—For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain (Golden 
Text). The following is a quotation from 
the words of Dr. W. B. Hinson, speaking 
from the pulpit a year after the commence- 
ment of the illness from which: he ulti- 
mately died: “I remember a year ago 
when a man in this city said, ‘You have 
got to go to your death.’ I walked out to 
where I live, five miles out of this city, and 
I looked across at that: mountain that I 
love, and I looked at the river in which I 
rejoice, and I looked at the stately trees 
that are always God’s own poetry to my 
soul. Then in the evening I looked up 
into the great sky where God was lighting 
his lamps, and I said: ‘I may not see you 
many more times, but, Mountain, I shall 
be alive when you are gone; and, River, I 
shall be alive when you cease running 
toward the sea; and, Stars, I shall be 
alive when you have fallen from your 
sockets in the great down-pulling of the 
material universe!’” This is the confidence 
of one who knew the Saviour. Is it yours? 
—From The Advent Herald. Sent by T. 
D. Gehret, Easton, Pa. 


Seed Worth Having-—For to me to live 
is Christ (Golden Text). There is an 
acre of lovely green turf on the outskirts 
of a busy English town, and close by the 
railway track. The grass is as fine and 
close. as the turf in the quadrangle of an 
old university. This explanation is given 
to the passing traveler: “Grown from 

’s seed.” No other advertisement is 
needed. And when we see a strong, for- 
bearing, self-forgetful life, raised from the 
mystical doctrines of grace, “Grown from 
reconciliation with God,” “Grown from the 
divine forgiveness,” no other witness will 
be needed. We shall be drawn to the same 
great seed house where we, too, can obtain 
the powers of the risen life—From Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Gift of the Jewel.—For to me to 
live is Christ (Golden Text). Many years 
ago, in the reign of Queen Victoria the 
Good, the Punjab came under the British 
Crown. The young Maharajah, then a 
mere boy, sent as an offering to his new 
monarch the wonderful Koh-i-noor dia- 
mond, and it was placed, together with the 
other crown jewels, in the Tower of Lon- 
don. Several years later, the Maharajah, 
now a full-grown man, came to England 
and visited Buckingham Palace, asking to 
see the Queen. He was shown to the state 
apartments, and after making his obeisance 
to Her Majesty, he asked that he might 
see the Koh-i-noor. Greatly wondering at 
his request, the Queen, with her wonted 
courtesy, gave orders that the jewel should 
be sent for, and that it should be brought 
under armed guard from the Tower to 
Buckingham Palace. 
and was carried to the state apartments, 
and handed to the Maharajah, while all 
present watched eagerly to see what he 
would do. Taking the priceless jewel with 
great reverence in his hand, he walked to 
the window, where he examined it care- 
fully. Then as the onlookers still wondered, 
he walked back with it clasped in his hand, 
and knelt at the feet of the Queen. ‘“Ma- 
dam,” he said, greatly moved, “I gave you 





In due time it arrived. 





this jewel when I was a child, too young 
GONARErher, at i ant to give 
it EIR pn hy strength, 

all-m' att, atid” aReMtion, and grati- 
tude, now and forever, fully realizing all 
that I do.”—From Marching Orders. Sent 


by Albert Mygatt, Henry, S. Dak. Prize 
illustration. 


Her Surprise.—For to me to live ts 
Christ (Golden Text). Thomas Cook, the 
great English evangelist, was about to con- 
duct a mission in a certain town. Great 
preparations were being made in the home 
where he was to be the honored guest. 
One of the maids of this home came into the 
butcher shop to make a purchase. The clerk 
noticing she was a bit put out asked the rea- 
son. “Oh, you would think that the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself was coming to stay 
with us, there is such a fuss being made.” 
Mr. Cook came, stayed, and went. A day 
or two after he had gone she found hery- 
self once more in the same shop. Looking 
at the clerk, she said, “You remember I 
told you about the fuss being made, and 
that you might think the Lord Jesus Christ 
was coming to our home?” “I do,” said 
the salesman. “Well,” said the girl, “he’s 
been!”—From The Threshold. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


No Good-By Needed.—To die is gain 
(Golden Text). A Christian mill owner 
was fatally hurt one day. With wonderful 
serenity he preceeded to the tasks a dying 
man must do. A lawyer was summoned 
and a settlement of his business was made, 
then his wife and children were brought in. 
There was a most affectionate leave-taking. 
Then came his aged father whose face re- 
flected his steadfast faith. ‘Father,’ said 
the son tenderly, “it is hardly worth while 
saying good-by to you.” Kneeling by his 
son the patriarch. prayed with the simple 
fervency of a great soul. Then he took the 
hand of his son, already entering the 
shadows. “No, Aleck,” he said comfort- 
ingly, “it is hardly worth while for us to 
say good-by.”—From The Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


"ye 
Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Leaving and Following. 
Discussion: See if you can get the fel- 
lows to discuss frankly some of the battle- 
grounds of decision where their wills evade 
the Spirit’s promptings. 

Objective: A surrendered life. 











AY, fellows, it is impossible to under- 

stand, except as we see the Spirit of 
God working, just why those four fisher- 
men, — Simon, Andrew, James, and John, 
— busy at their work, making their living, 
should instantly drop everything and fol- 
low, for life, a man who was a comparative 
stranger —almost, if not quite, a total 
stranger. And this stranger simply ap- 
peared on the beach near where they were 
plying their trade and said, “Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men.” He did not look like a prosper- 
ous man; indeed, he had the unmistakable 
appearance of a poor man, He had no 
secretaries, nor any show of an organiza- 
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tion; he gave no stated plan of the enter- 
prise (if it was an enterprise) in which 
he was inviting them to take part. He 
simply stood there and called out to them 
to come and follow him. And the record 
is that they immediately dropped their nets 
and followed him (Mark 1:18). 

I don’t know whether it was something 
in the face of the Lord Jesus as he stood 
there, or in the tone of his voice, or what; 
but God’s Spirit (and he is the Holy Spirit) 
used something to connect with the spirit 
of those fishermen to make them know that 
Almighty God, the author of their beings 
and their destinies, was challenging them. 
And they dropped their nets and answered. 
They answered not with words or prom- 
ises; they answered with themselves. They 
answered definitely and for all time. And 
I want to tell you that is the only way to 
answer satisfyingly the call of Jesus Christ. 

If you hold back anything, or make con- 
ditions, you walk into an impossible pro- 
gram. There will be no satisfaction in it. 

Just one thought I want to leave with 
you. It is about that little organism in- 
side you which receives and accepts and 
responds to the call of Jesus Christ. It is 
of utmost importance for it to be rightly 
adjusted, or it will fail to work. On your 
automobile there is a very important little 
mechanism, delicately adjusted. It is care- 
fully enclosed, so no particle of dust can 
reach it. It is called the timer. The timer 
is so “tuned” that it perfectly synchronizes 
the ignition with the spark plugs in the 
motor, You cannot:even start your engine 
if that little timer is off its balance. Now 
there is something inside you very much 
like that. God put it there when he made 
you, and for this particular purpose: that 
you might have the means by which his 
Spirit can touch your understanding and 
make it respond with the very wisdom of 
God — and at the time and place, The light 
and power of the Spirit must communicate 
itself to your “motor” before you will ever 
drop anything to follow Jesus Christ. Your 
“timer” is your will. 

And how will you adjust.it? Simple as 
A BC. Just ask him to tune it for you. 
Hand it over to him, fuffy. Only he can 
do it — and he will — with the asking. But 
remember, fellows, hold nothing back. 
While you are asking, include that in your 
request: “Lord, enable me to leave all and 
follow thee!” 

Consider this for a New Year beginning. 

STAUNTON, VA. 
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“The Life That Wins” 


USEFUL “side light” on this lesson, 

both for the teacher and for young peo- 
ple’s and older classes, is the pamphlet 
“The Life That Wins,” which tells how 
the Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, 
Charles G. Trumbull, came to understand 
for the first time, and in an entirely new 
way, the meaning of Philippians 1: 21, 
which is the Golden Text this week. It 
was a revolutionizing experience for him, 
and God has used it for many others, as 
the pamphlet has now been called for in 
various editions totaling more than 490,000 
copies, and has been translated into nine- 
teen languages. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company for 2 cents 
each, 20 cents a dozen, $1.50 per hundred, 
postpaid. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls understand what 
it means to follow Christ in every phase of 
life. 

Activity.—The teacher might write the 
references of the Memory Verse of the 
fourth quarter on cards or slips of paper. 
These may be held up before the pupils, 
letting them respond in unison with the 
verses. 


Cut out a large wheel from cardboard. 
Attach a small wheel in the center with 
a paper fastener. On the large wheel draw 
twelve spokes for the twelve previous les- 
sons. The topic headings given below may 
be written on the spokes and the center 
wheel turned to show the relation Christ 
should have with each one. The finished 
illustrations may be copied into notebooks. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Master, I will follow 
thee whithersoever thou goest”. (Matt. 8: 
19b). 











IRLS, did you ever want to copy the 

actions of some one you knew? Per- 
haps you wanted to talk or walk like one 
of your friends, or you wanted to look just 
as attractive as one of the new girls who 
came to your school. It often helps us to 
improve our appearance or our conduct if 
we use the right person for a pattern. But 
did you know that we have a Guide for 
our conduct who will always lead us right? 
Repeat the Memory Verse. Whom should 
we follow? Christ. Let us see how he 
called his first followers. (Read the lesson.) 


What are some of the ways by which we 
may follow Christ today? 


1. In my choices. (Hold up quickly the 
card reading “t John 5:3.”) What are 
some of his commandments? (The girls 
may name some of them.) 


2. In my.troubles (2 Tim. 1: 12b). Lit- 
tle Leota was in the operating room wait- 
ing for the doctor to remove her tonsils. 
She was cold and frightened, but suddenly 
she thought of a memory verse she had 
learned (Josh. 1:9). She had surrendered 
herself to the Lord, body, mind, and spirit, 
and he could take care of her. Even if 
he wanted to take her, it would be all right, 
because she was his anyway. She settled 
back, warm, comfortable, and unafraid. Do 
you trust the Lord in your troubles? 


3. In my speech (Psa. 19:14). Virginia 
heard some unpleasant tales about a new 
girl in school, and she thought what a 
jolly story that would make to tell the other 
girls. But if the others knew, they might 
ignore the new girl. Should she tell the 
gossip? Suppose some one else in the group 
had heard it, too, and started to tell the 
story in front of Virginia. How could 
Virginia manage the conversation so the 


_girls would not feel hard toward the new- 


comer ? 
after all. 


4. In my manner (1 John 3: 2). Some day 
we shall be like him. How can we act now 
so folks will know that we belong to the 
Lord? If you heard that one of the girls 
had said some very unkind things about 
you that were not true, and you saw that 
girl walking down the street the next day, 
what would you do? Would you “give 
her a piece of your mind”? Or would you 
speak to her in an easy, friendly manner, 
thus showing her, through love, that you 


Perhaps the story was not true 
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did not really deserve the things she said? 
The Lord Jesus loved his enemies. 

5. In my studies (2 Tim. 2:15). Some 
girls waste their study hours and have to 
“cram” for the examinations in order to 
pass. Would it be fair to ask the Lord to 
bless the “cramming”? Would it not be 
better to ask him to bless our study hours, 
and then use them wisely? We want our 
education to fit us for greater service for 
Christ. Every real education should include 
my study, so we may understand God’s 
will, 

6. In my service (1 Tim. 4:12). Jeanne 
asked one of her girl friends to visit two 
elderly sisters whd were shut-ins and en- 
joyed having company come to talk and read 
to them. The next time Jeanne visited the 
ladies she asked how they had enjoyed her 
young friend. “She acted as though she 
liked herself better than anyone else,” onc 
of the ladies replied. “You always treat 
us as if you really loved us.” What was 
the difference? 

7. In my testimony (John 15:12, 13). 
Why do you love the Lord? How much 
do you love him? Do you love your friends 
enough to tell them of the Saviour? (Per- 
haps one of the girls could tell of some 
friend she has won to Christ.) 

8. In my prayer life (Isa. 45:22). Per- 
haps you have some worries and problems 
that you think are too small to bother the 
Lord about. Our Creator is interested in 
everything that concerns us. He can un- 
derstand everything from rain on a picnic 
day to painful sickness, and he can give 
us victory each time. 

9. In my expectations (1 Cor. 2:9). 
Do you know just what you are going to 
do with your whole life? Of course you 
don’t. Neither do you know what would 
be best for you. But God has a plan for 
you, and he wants you to have fellowship 
with him so he may reveal his plan. 

10. In my heart (John 3:16). What 
is most important in your life? Have you 
given first place to your chums, your pos- 
sessions, your popularity, or even to your 
misfortunes? When Christ asks you to 
give him first place, are you willing to 
say, “Master, I will follow thee whither- 
soever thou goest’? How many of you 
are willing? 

Next quarter we shall start new ‘studies 
about the life of the Lord Jesus, from the 
Book of Mark. How many great people 
can you name next Sunday? Learn Mark 
10: 43b, 44. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: A large 1938 calendar. Give 
each child a little calendar for the New 
Year. 











be is the very last Sunday in 10937, 
and we are just peeking over into next 
year a bit. This is the time many stores 
and offices go over all their business and 
see just what they have done during the 
past’ year. We call it “taking stock.” I 
think it is a good idea for us to look back 
over the year and see if we really have 
done anything for the Lord Jesus. 

How many of you love the Lord Jesus? 











Lesson for December 26 


Almost every one of you! I am so glad! 
Then you do want to do things for him. 

Let’s shut our eyes and be very quiet, 
and think back. What have we done for 
him this last year? Hold up your hand 
when you think of one thing. (Let the 
children tell you what they have done. 
Some have gone to Sunday school, helped 
their mothers, told somebody about the 
Lord Jesus, brought some one to Sunday 
school, maybe led some one to the Lord.) 

That is splendid, but I believe we are 
going to do better in 1938! Here is a brand 
new year, with 365 days, and every day will 
have 24 hours, and every hour will have 
60 minutes... How many of them are you 
going to use for the Lord? 

Somebody says, “All of them!” That’s 
right. All our time and all our money 
and all ourselves belong to him, and he 
lets us use what we need for ourselves, but 
they are all his. How many are going 
to remember that this new year? 

I have a verse I want you to learn. “Ye 
are not your own... ye are bought with 
a price” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). If we think 
of this, that Jesus Christ died on, the cross 
for us, and so we belong to him, I know 
we are going to be so happy to serve him 
in every way we can. 

All those who are going to make the 
New Year a year of doing things for the 
Lord Jesus, hold up your hand! 

Moovesto, Catir. 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 896) 
1. Romans 8: 28. 


2. Those in the palace and in other places 
knew he was bound for Christ’s sake; and the 
brethren were made bolder. 

3. By the fact that he uses for his own 
glory even preaching done in a wrong spirit. 

.4. Ephesians 6:20; Colossians 4:3; 2 
Timothy 2:9; Philemon 1o. 

7 “Set for the defence of the gospel” (v. 
17). 

6. “He must increase, but I must decrease” 
(John 3: 30). 

7. “Finally,. my brethren, rejoice in she 
bene (Pia. 35.23 118s ate. 2 

8. Verse 19: “through your prayer.” 


9. He was anxious above all things to pro- 
claim Christ boldly, whatever might happen 
to him (v: 20). 


to. “To die is gain” (v. 21); “to depart, 
and. to be with Christ; which is far better” 
(v. 23). ve 


A Christmas Week 
of Soul-Winning 
(Continued from page 894) 


something in return, not merely, “the lesser 
gifts of earth that pass in dust.” 

Very precious are the two thoughts 
contained in these lines: that we are giv- 
ing the best Gift when we present Christ 
to a poor sinner; and we bring joy to 
God when a soul is “brought home from 
wandering.” : 

Then the thought came: this must 
not be something vague and _ indefinite. 
So the suggestion was made that each 
member of the class endeavor to speak to 
one or more unsaved persons about their 
soul’s welfare ‘before the next class ses- 
sion. 

And so the days passed — full, of course, 
as every hour of Christmas week always 
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is. Soon another Sunday was here, and 
with it the report of the week’s activities 
for Christ. There was considerable sur- 
prise at the response from the class, since 
it is easy to forget the promise, “good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken to- 
gether and running over.” Twenty-two mem- 
bers of the class had spoken to the un- 
saved. Some of the volunteers were women 
who had never done any personal work be- 
fore — babes in this kind of service. Sev- 
eral of them had met people difficuit to 
deal with; but each one had faithfully 
performed her part, and though the num- 
ber of definite decisions was small in com- 
parison to the number spoken to, there 
doubtless -will be many people in Heaven 
because of that week’s effort. 

The incidents related by the class indi- 
cated a wide range of experiences. On 
Tuesday, the teacher visited a centrally 
located park which she found full, the day 
being more like June than December. 
There were many women who looked lonely. 
Some of them were strangers, and this 
was their first Christmas away from home, 
so sitting down first by one and then an- 
other, it was not difficult for the teacher 
to begin a conversation which led up to 
the matter of their relationship to Christ. 

Some of the members were unable to 
leave home during that week, but had not 
forgotten their determination to witness for 
Christ. If they had been looking for an 
excuse being at home would have sufficed, 
but they were very much in earnest and 
so thought of ways to obviate this difficulty. 
One, over threescore years and ten, wrote 
heart-searching letters to unsaved friends 
in other parts of the country for whom 
she was burdened. Another spoke to the 
ice man, the milk man, and the delivery 
boys who came to her door, needing salva- 
tion just as much as the women in the 
park. One earnest soul-winner took a hun- 
dred Gospels of John to distribute. 

One incident, though tragically sad, meant 
much to us all. A member of the class 
was killed in an automobile accident, going 
home to be with the Lord just thirty min- 
utes before the hour for the class session, 
but the report given to those who visited 
in the home later was lovely. How beau- 
tiful, if one must be snatched away from 
earth without a moment’s warning, to leave 
such fragrance as she left! Though of a 
very timid and retiring nature, she had 
spoken during the week to neighbors and 
to others whom she had met, and at her 
last meal, as the family sat around the 
table, she had been planning how she might 
increase her efforts and reach out to new 
fields for Him whom she loved. 

One of the finest thoughts in connection 
with the week’s activities is that, when one 
gets a taste of personal work, the desire 
to go on increases. One of the workers 
said, “It has been the happiest week of my 
life.” And anyone wants “the happiest 


week” of her life repeated. Probably there 


were forty or fifty people spoken to during 
those days, but I do not doubt that there 
were many spoken to the following week 
also by these soul winners who found what 
a thrill there is in witnessing for Christ. 
Almost immediately following this inci- 
dent, a Personal Workers’ Band was 
formed. It is difficult to find a suitable 
time for the meeting of a new organization 
in a church that has a full program, but 
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For the next 6 months 


The Sunday School Lessons 


will be in the 


GOSPEL—ST. MARK 


Use a clear type pocket edition, with colored 
illustrations to give richer stud: 


ly—week by week. 
BEST FOR PERSONAL WORK 
Only 2c each, or $2.00 per 100, plus postage 
American Scripture Gift Mission 
119 S. 4th Street, Phila., Pa. 


A 3c stamp will bring a sample & a’38 Pocket Calendar 














We kindly solicit your co-operation in evan- 


gelizing in Western 
Canada. our pray and financial help 
is urgently needed. (Est. 26 years). . Please 
communicate with Rev. Hugo Spitzer, West- 
ern Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 Aikins 


St., Winnipeg, (Genesis 12:3) 
(Hosea 4:9) 





NEW PRIZE CONTEST FOR 


BEST TRACTS 


First Prize $100 and Gold Medal: 
Second Prize $50 Third Prize $25 


Send for full particulars concerning this contest. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
7 West 45th Street New York, N.Y. 


65 TO 3,425 IN 22 MONTHS... 


‘That’s the circulation increase of 


THE CHRISTIAN 
READER’S DIGEST 


1040 Park Avenue Omaha, Nebraska 
THERE’S A REASON ! 


Send for a free sample copy today, or send 10¢ for a 
copy of the current issue. 














THE GOSPEL 
OF MARK 


For the First 


Six months of 
1938 


Dr. Charles R. Erdman’s com- 
mentary on The Gospel of Mark” 
will prove especially helpful to 
teachers of Uniform Lessons, since 
the Book of Mark is to be the 
basis of study during the first half 
of 1938. We quote from THE 
SunDay SCHOOL TIMEs review of 
this book. ‘‘It is a marvel of 
condensation and clearness. The 
Introduction is particularly valu- 
able; the analysis is thoroughly 
satisfying ; and the comments are 
pertinent and spiritual. Sunday 
School teachers should at once 
make a note of this illuminating 
little book,’’ $1.00 a copy. 
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it was finally decided to have this group 
meet for dinner at the church on Wed- 
mesday night before prayer meeting. At the 
first meeting plans were made and names 
assigned to the workers in order that they 
might interview the unsaved and bring in 
their reports. A dong list of unsaved rela- 
tives and friends of the members of the 
church was divided up. At the second 
meeting, conversations with the unsaved 
were discussed and valuable suggestions 
made in the interest of increased efficiency. 
Now the plan is that, if a volunteer is un- 
successful in winning the one interviewed, 
the name is to be passed on to some one 
else. And thus the soul-winning campaign 
is to go on—a part of the work of the 
church so often neglected, yet so dear to 
the heart of our Lord, and unquestionably 
more important than any other feature of 
the church life. 


St. PererssureG, Fra. 

















Robert Raikes 


will always be remembered as the 
founder of the modern Sunday 
school, There were catechetical 
schools in the early church and 
the Reformation was marked by 
the establishment of church and 
day schools. But schools for the 
teaching of the Bible were never 
a general movement among the 
churches until Robert Raikes be- 
gan his school at Gloucester in 
July, 1780. 

A picture of Robert Raikes’ house 
inGloucester, England, is shown in 


The Times Wall Calendar 
for 1938 


It is made up of twelve pages, with as 
many pictures, of places of outstanding 
i in the history of the Chris- 
tian church, 
The pictures are 6x8 inches in size, the 
full page is 9x16 inches, and each page 
contains a Scripture verse for each day, 
and the topics and references for the Inter- 


national lesson for each Sunday. 
Prices e from $0 cents each, to $17 a 
hundred. The quantity prices offer an ex- 


f sage gc rd to earn extra income 
Send 30 cents now for a copy, and 
a descriptive price list. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer. ting | 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 2. Problems im Daily Living. Luke 9: 
57-62. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, December 26 


Is There Room in My ‘Heart for Jesus? 
(Luke 2:7; Eph. 3:17) 





Mon.—The fast-closed door (Rev. 3: 20- 
22). 
Tues.—Demons in the mind (Mark 5 :1- 


1s). 

Wed.—No use for Jesus (Luke 4: 16-21, 
28-30). 

Thurs.—Christ in the individual (John 14: 


23). 
Fri.—Christ in the home (Luke 10 : 38-42). 
Sat.—Christ in the church (Rom. 12: 1-9). 











_ are some of the things that 
may clutter our hearts and make it 
impossible for the Lord Jesus to come in? 
The Lord Jesus during his earthly min- 
istry pointed out some of the things that 
shut him out of the heart and life. Do 
you remember the Pharisee who stood in 
the Temple and thanked God that he was 
not as other men? {Luke 18:11.) Self- 
righteousness and self-sufficiency had shut 
God out of his heart. 


Pd 

When the rich young ruler came to 
Christ, conscious of a lack in his life, and 
was told that it was his possessions that 
must go, he turned away sorrowful and 
did not follow the Lord Jesus. Possessions 
may shut Christ out of our hearts, not 
merely the possession of them, but the fact 
that we are unwilling to surrender them 
to his will, And let us not suppose that 
these possessions need necessarily be great 
wealth. It is possible to hold on to some- 
thing of small value, and thus hinder the 
Lord Jesus. 


— 


38 

The rich man at whose gate Lazarus 
lay permitted pleasure and self-indulgence 
to shut the door against God (Luke 16: 
19-31). His condemnation came not be- 
cause of the good things that came into 
his life, but because his selfish enjoyment 
of them blinded him to others’ needs. 


% 


It is possible for ingratitude to shut the 
door against the Lord Jesus. When he 
healed the ten lepers in a certain village, 
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only one returned to thank the Lord, and 
to receive that greater blessing of spir- 
itual healing that the other nine missed 
(Luke 17: 12-19). Is it possible that in- 
gratitude has kept the Lord Jesus waiting 
before the door of your heart? 


ye @ 

Until the Lord Jesus found him, it is 
evident that business had kept God out of 
the life of Zacchezus {Luke 9). He was 
evidently a man of some importance, and 
he had probably done nothing that many 
other business men of his time and sta- 
tion had not done. It is well for us to 
remember, however, that not only wroug 
business. practices keep Christ out of our 
hearts, but it is possible for honest business 
to shut Christ out. 


With the woman whom the Lord Jesus 
met by the well of Samaria, it was sin 
that had kept God out (John 4). Her 
desire for the water of life and her mis- 
understandings concerning worship could 
not be dealt with until the question of sin 
was settled. We need not expect Christ 
to come into our hearts in fullness as long 
as we insist upon cherishing some sin. 
He will not share the throne of your heart. 

b4 

Like Paul, perhaps we have been trying 
to get rid of these things in our own 
strength, and found that “the good that I 
would I do not: but the evil which I 
would not, that I do” (Rom. 7:19). But 
we can go on with Paul to that glorious 
discovery that “the iaw of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 
8:2). What we cannot do to get rid of 
these things that clutter our hearts, the 
Lord Jesus wants to do for us if we wilf 
but throw open the door and give him full 
control. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





f Children at Home 





Nur’s First Christmas 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


UR (whose name rhymes with poor, 

and means “light”) was a rather sorry 
looking little girl, as she sat in the court- 
yard of her home, in the shade of the 
acacia tree. She was trying to keep the 
hot sun from shining in her eyes — eyes 
inflamed and sore, as so many eyes in In- 
dia are. Her soiled head scarf was drawn 
over her face, as she tried to keep the light 
away. From time to time a corner of the 
scarf was used to chase flies, or to rub 
the hurting eyes. She held in her arms 
a strange looking small object, to which 
she sometimes spoke. Just a bundle of 
tags and a stick or two—it was hard 
to tell just what it was, but Nur called 
it her doll, and loved it dearly, almost as 
much as the smail brother, whose whiri- 
pering from a corner of the veranda had 
now grown into a wail. 

“There, Nur, run and see what’s wrong 
with fhe little Princeling. ,He’s hungry, { 
know. .Give him a cucumber tifl I can 
take him,” spoke Zainab, Nur’s mother, 
busily pounding fragrant spices and hot 
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Lesson for December 26 


red peppers into a powder which would 
add flavor to the evening meal. 

So Nur put down her doll, and gather- 
ing up her little brother, balanced him on 
her hip, while she tried to quiet him. 

Nur felt like wailing herself. She wished 
her eyes would stop hurting. 

“May I come in?” a voice sounded from 
the doorway of the courtyard. It was not 
a strange voice, but belonged to the white 
Miss who lived in the bungalow across 
the way. 

“Oh, come in, come in,” called Zainab 
hospitably, and ran to find a place for the 
white Miss to sit down. 

“Well, Zainab, how are you, and Nur, 
and the Princeling?” inquired Miss Mor- 
ton. “Oh, Zainab,” she remonstrated, “the 
bady isn’t old enough for cucumbers.” 

Zainab didn’t want to be impolite, so 
would not say what she thought, but how 
did the white Miss know what. was good 
for babies? “All the children of our land 
eat cucumbers,” she said. 

“Nur, your poor eyes! Zainab, why 
haven’t you taken her to the hospital for 
treatment ?” 

“The sun is so hot,” Zainab made ex- 
cuse, “and the baby so heavy to carry that 
distance.” 

“But she must have medicine. Let her 
come with me, and I’ll take her to the hos- 
pital,” said Miss Morton. 

Nur, her grimy hand clasping Miss Mor- 
ton’s friendly one, trudged along the dusty 
highway to the Mission hospital. There 
Nur sat with other children and mothers, 
who waited their turn with the busy doc- 
tor. How pleasant it was here, away from 
the sun’s glare! Nur drew aside her scarf 
and looked at the quiet faced Indian woman 
who was telling a story, as she showed 
a picture of Christ blessing the children. 

Finally her turn came. It was horrid, 
stinging medicine the doctor put into her 
eyes. How they smarted and hurt! She 
was glad to take Miss Morton’s hand again 
and go home. 

“Zainab, the doctor says Nur must go 
to the hospital every day for those eyes. 
I'll come and take her again tomorrow,” 
said Miss Morton. 

Every day Nur went for treatment, and 
every day she heard new songs, and stories 
about the Man Jesus, which the Bible 
woman read. It must be wonderful to be 
able to read, thought Nur. Her father 
could read, but of course her mother 
couldn’t. The white Miss had often asked 
if she could come to her little girls’ school, 
but Nur’s father always said: “Why 
should girls learn to read? Their work is 
in the home.” 

But Nur did so want to go to school! 
She pleaded with her father to let her go, 
saying that perhaps she could help him 
with his accceunts, and telling him what the 
other girls learned. Finally he said she 


could go, and one day when her eyes” 


were quite well again she entered school. 
Her primer, whose last page was the 
first, and her wooden slate, her ink 
pot and reed pen, were carefully tied in a 
square of red cloth and balanced on her 
head, as she walked to and from school. 
There she, with the rest of the beginners, 
sat. on mats in the tiny courtyard, and 
learned to write, and to read, noisily. Day 
by day Miss Morton would come, and with 
the aid of a picture roll, tell stories of the 
Man Jesus. Also she talked about the Big 
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Day, near at hand, when Christians cele- 
brated His birthday. At that time they 
could invite their mothers to visit the 
school, to hear songs and see a tableau. 
There would be gifts sent by children in 
America, one for each girl in the school. 
Nur did not understand what it all meant, 
but it sounded very exciting indeed. 

On the great day, mothers and sisters, 
with babies too small to be left at home, 
crowded the schoolhouse and scarcely left 
room for the school girls whose tiny black 
braids shone with lavishly applied grease, 
and whose faces and hands were scrubbed 
clean. Like animated rainbows they ap- 
peared, seated in rows, with freshly dyed 
head scarves of blue, pink, lavender, and 
yellow. Every arm tinkled with brightly 
colored glass bracelets, some arms full 
from wrist to elbow. Carols there were, 
and a tableau, showing the shepherds with 
their sheep on Bethlehem’s hills, and the 
angels who brought them tidings of joy 
that night long ago when the Babe was 
born. To Nur it was unspeakably won- 


. derful. 


Surely, she thought, after Indian sweets 
had been distributed to both guests and 
school girls, there could be nothing more 
for her, who had been in school such a 
short time. But there was! It was a 
doll! This was no bundle of sticks and 
rags, but a doll with arms and legs, and 
golden hair, and blue eyes! If the little 
girl in America who sent that doll could 
have seen Nur when it was placed in her 
arms, she would have been more than re- 
warded. The world could hold nothing 
more of happiness. 

Zenith, the sweet faced teacher of the 
bigger girls, remembered that day in her 
Mohammedan home when after having 
heard from the Bible woman the story of 
the Saviour, she had opened her own heart 
to give him room; Fazl Bibi, the primary 
teacher, thought of the blessings that had 
come to her even as a child because one 
day her outcaste parents had given up the 
ignorant, superstitious worship of an ugly 
mud idol and had accepted Christ as their 
Saviour; Miss Morton’s heart was full of 
thanksgiving that this “old, old story” was 
to her increasingly precious year by year, 
and she longed that in the heart of every 
girl in this school there might be room for 
the Babe of Bethlehem. 

So this is how Nur came to learn about 
Christmas — about the Christian custom of 
giving gifts, especially about God’s great- 
est Gift of all, when he gave to the world 
on that first Christmas Day the gift of 
his Son, Jesus Christ. 


New Wuoincton, Pa. 


Noteworthy Books 


Qutstanding books, on the essentials of the 
Christian Faith; from our recent P: Book 
Contest. Price $1.50 each Postp:id 
Except Ye Repent...... Harry A. Ironside 
The Triune God. ...... C. Norman Bartlett 


The Christian Evangel. .... . John McNicol 
Send for full list of our Evangelical Books. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
7 West 45th Street New York, N. ¥. 


A Whole Year for 1.00 
THE J[LLUSTRATOR 


MAKES SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TEACHING A PLEASURE! 


a Write for S; lal Introductory Prices 
for Sunday Schools 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 








When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








MESSENGER 1938 
SCRIPTURE TEXT CALENDAR 
TO EVERY CHRISTIAN HOME 


Anyone—with a little effort—can sell Messenger Scrip- 
ture Text Calendars. No experience is required—no 
teal work—to earn worthwhile money. Colorful— 
beautiful—valuable—they carry an inspiring scripture 
verse for every day of the year—Sunday School lessons 
shown on Sunday. Welcomed everywhere. Note below 
—the large profits they bring. Sales plans—helpful sug- 
gestions—included free. 





SPECIAL PRICES 

Cost Sell For Profit 

$17.00 $30.00 $13.00 

32.00 60.00 28.00 

250 40.00 75.00 35.00 
300 45.00 90.00 45.00 
Single copies, 30 cents; 4, $1.00; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 
50, $9.00. All prices slightly higher in poten Ta nati 


Messenger Corporation—Dept. $1 MAIL THIS 

Auburn, Indiana 

atte , COUPON 
Enclosed find $_ for which send 

me Messenger Scripture Text Calendars. 

Also send your free sales plan. 


NAME 











ADDRESS____ 
For Sale by All Religious Houses and Bookstores 











ALL SPRUCED UP 
for a 


Merry Christmas 


* 


Santa has filled his week-end 
bag for Christmas at Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall. Why don't you? 
(It comes on Saturday.) 

Here you'll meet friendly 
people amid the familiar joys 
of Christmas—stockings for the 
youngsters, carols round the 
lighted tree, your own family 
feast, and a week's program of 
seaside fun that will reach a 
party climax on New Year's 
Eve. Hockey. Skating. Riding 


on the beach. Low rates. 
LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


CHALFONTE- 
HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC CITY 








SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER 


A’beantifulassortment of Scripture TextChristmas $l 00 
Cards and a new Scripture ‘l’ext Calendar both for ?4+ 
ROGER TOBEY, Falmouth, Mass. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director .of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 20 to 26 
Mon.—Philippians 1: 12-26. 
Christian Consecration. 
Prayer Succestions: “For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.” ‘Christ 
was consecrated that we also might fulfill 
the good and perfect will of God. Yielded 
as “instruments of righteousness” and pre- 
sented as “living sacrifices” we will render 
to the Lord reasonable and acceptable sery- 
ice, Are you a yielded Christian? Name 
the day you were yielded and possessed. 
Pray for the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union. 
Tues.—Matthew 10 : 34-39. 
Loving Christ Supremely. 
Prayer Succestions: “Not worthy of 
me.” Our clashing interests test our -alle- 
giance to Christ. In all of these things 
the Lord seems to ask us: . “Lovest thou 
me more than these?” Loving Christ 
supremely we will say with Paul, “For 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but offal [that which 
is thrown to the dogs], that I may win 
Christ” (Phil. 3:8, marg.). As we can 
think of only one thing at a time, so we 
can love only One master supremely. Pray 
for the Salvation Army. 


Wed.—Mark 1: 16-20. Ready to Follow Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Straightway they 
forsook their nets, and followed him.’ The 
Spirit made them willing. It is God whe 
worketh in us His will. Count more upon 
this particular ministry of the Spirit. “Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of thy 
power” (Psa. 110:3). The word of God 
in the mouth of a Spirit-filled messenger 
still has its ancient power. Pray for the 
Lithuanian Misstonary Association, P. O. 
Box 488, Chicago. 
Thurs.—Acts 3:1-10. Giving What We Have. 
Prayer Suacestions: “Such as I have 
give I thee.” Only consecrated souls will 
be responsive to the voice of God. When 
babies walk as soon as they are born it 
will be easy to believe that apart from 
grace self-denial will be a delight to carnal 
Christians. The grace of God in the heart 
is the mainspring of liberality. Pray for 
Latin American Prayer Fellowship, Box 
5237, Met. Sta., Los Angeles, Calif. 














BY WILBUR M.SMITH, D.D. 


PELOUBET'S 
SELECT NOTES 


A COMMENTARY ON THE UNIFORM SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


. COMPLETEIN SPIRITUAL AND INSPIRATIONAL INTERPRETATION 
OF LESSON TEXT, MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, QUOTATIONS, 
BIBLIOGRAPHY AND TEACHING METHODS FOR ALL GRADES 


ATALLBOOKSTORES WA WILDE COMPANY’ B0sTON, Mass. 









6474 YOLUME 
$ 2.00 
POST PAID 





(Lesson for Dec. 26) Dec. 11; 1937 


Fri.—Matthew 19 : 16-22. 
The Price of Perfection. 
Prayer Succestions: “If thou wilt ‘be 
perfect.” The young ruler aimed at irre- 
proachable conduct while possessing an un- 
regenerate heart. He was perfectly sincere 
but utterly ignorant of “God’s righteous- 
ness.” “One thing thou lackest” was Christ’s 
verdict. ‘The price of perfection is heart 
reception and life obedience to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Pray for India Mission to 
Israel, 500 Ellsworth Avenue, Memphis, 
Tenn. 


Sat.—Matthew 19 : 23-30. 
Christian Consecration Rewarded. 
Prayer Succestions: “An hundredfold. 
and .. . everlasting life.’ Consecrated 
Christians enjoy “plus” blessings. Godli- 
ness is profitable here and hereafter. If 
we suffer for Christ, we shall reign with 
him. As the furnace makes steel more 
valuable, afflictions for the Gospel’s sake 
add eternal glory to our salvation. Pray 
for the Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee, Box 1080, Chicago. 


Sun.—Psalm 108 : 1-6. 
A Set Purpose to Praise God. 
Prayer Swuccestiows: “My heart is 
fixed.” A set purpose to praise the Lord 
at all times is not a legal but a gracious 
affection. Those who are as “unstable as 
water” never excel. Christ set his face 
like a flint. Paul “determined” to fulfill 
the ‘heavenly vision, and we, too, must have 
a holy determination to “run the race with 
patience.” ‘The legalist has tight rules but 
a joose character; Christians of strong 
character will have a strong, God-inspired 
purpose. His heart will be “fixed.” Pray 
for Scandinavian Alliance Mission, 2839 
McLean Avenue, Chicago. 
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